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^|^HE  object  of  this  Association  shall 
be  the  protecting,  fostering  and  de¬ 
veloping  of  the  commercial,  manu¬ 
facturing,  financial  and  general  interests 
of  the  nation,  state  and  municipality,  and, 
generally,  to  use  such  lawful  means  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  the  interests  aforesaid. 


Men  of  good  standing  interested  in 
the  commercial,  industrial,  financial  or 
general  welfare  of  the  state  and  nation, 
or  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  active  membership. 
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CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 


OF  PITTSBURGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


Will’AM  H.  Stevenson.  President 
May  14,  1914 

HE  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  has  now 


-L  passed  its  Fortieth  Anniversary,  and,  as  the  years 
go  by,  the  work  and  responsibilities  continue  to  increase. 
In  this  age  of  rapid  progress,  each  succeeding  year  out¬ 
ranks  its  predecessor  in  the  number  of  vital  questions 
which  come  before  the  people  for  consideration  and  ac- 


It  is  gratifying  to  find,  on  reviewing  the  condition 
of  the  Chamber,  that  our  strength  is  again  increased. 
More  new  members  joined  the  Chamber  during  the  last 
twelve  months  than  in  any  previous  year.  In  November 
last  the  Membership  Committee  was  requested  to  com¬ 
mence  a  campaign  for  the  up-building  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Sidney  F. 
Heckert,  displayed  much  energy  and  enthusiasm  and 
the  regular  committee,  augmented  by  seme  of  the  best, 
good-red-blooded  members  of  the  Chamber  worked  to¬ 
gether  so  effectively  that  the  unprecedented  number  of 
224  new  members  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  during  the  campaign.  A  lien  to  these  is  added  20 
other  worthy  citizens  who  espoused  the  cause  during  the 
earlier  months,  the  number  of  new  members  enrolled 
during  the  year  reached  244,  which  has  never  before  been 
equalled  in  the  history  of  the  Chamber. 

Our  citizens  realize  that  this  is  the  day  of  collective 
thought  and  organized  effort.  In  union  there  is  strength, 
and  the  strength  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  number  of 
co-operating  units. 

Adding  these  244  new  members  to  the  1,050  on  the 

o 

record  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  and  deducting 


Fortieth  Anni¬ 
versary 
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Annual 

Banquet 


Earl  of  Kin- 
tore  on  Peace 
Centenary 


174  lost  by  death,  resignation,  change  of  residence  and 
other  causes,  leaves  the  present  membership  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  1,120  which  is  an  increase  of  90  over  the  previous, 
year.  There  was  a  total  of  164  meetings  during  the  year 
representing  an  aggregate  attendance  of  about  5,500. 

The  meetings  held  were  as  follows: 

10  Regular  meetings  of  the  Chamber; 

4  Special  meetings  of  the  Chamber; 

10  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors; 

6  Special  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors ; 

13  Adjourned  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors; 

111  Committee  Meetings; 

10  Membership  luncheons  and  the  Annual  Banquet,: 

At  the  Annual  Banquet  which  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Schenley  January  17,  1914,  the  guests  of  honor  were  the 
Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Kintore,  P.  C.  G.  C.  M.  G.y 
Hon.  Gilbert  M.  Hitchcock,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Nebraska, 
and  Francis  S.  Hutchins,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Bar.  Lord  Kintore  was  visiting  this  country  in  the 
interest  of  the  British  celebration  of  the  Peace  Centen¬ 
ary.  After  reading  a  telegram  from  the  Duke  of  Teck,. 
brother  of  the  Queen  of  England,  expressing  his  desire 
that  the  Anglo-American  Exposition  might  be  an  endur¬ 
ing  guarantee  of  the  blessing  of  peace  to  both  nations, 
Lord  Kintore  explained  that  the  object  of  this  exposition 
was  to  bring  the  people  of  the  two  countries  into  closer 
personal  touch,  thereby  forming  new  and  personal  ties 
of  friendship,  and  fostering  further  commercial  inter¬ 
course,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  peace. 

Mr.  Hitchcock,  in  treating  his  subject,  “The 
Banker  and  the  Borrower,”  made  a  masterly  exposi¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Currency  Law;  dealt  in  minute  detail 
with  the  banking  systems  of  Europe  and  finance  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  held  throughout  his  speech — which,  in  other 
hands  might  have  been  a  dull  and  heavy  topic — the  undi¬ 
vided  attention  of  the  425  diners  present. 

Mr.  Hutchins,  while  deprecating  the  proposed 
recall  of  Judges,  doubting  the  efificacy  of  initiative 
and  referendum  and  bemoaning  the  fact  that  incomes 
were  “being  largely  withheld  at  source,"  regaled  his  audi¬ 
ence  with  wit  and  brilliance,  occasionally  alternated  by 
piercing  sarcasm  and  scorn  directed  at  some  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  ills  of  the  present  day.  He  was,  however,  opti¬ 
mistic  on  the  whole,  believing  that  the  era  of  pursuing 
and  construing  was  passing  and  that  America's  rightful 
place  in  the  commerce  of  the  nations  was  assured. 
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The  Banquet  unexpectedly  developed  into  an  occa¬ 
sion  of  vital  importance  to  Pittsburgh,  when  toastmaster 
Stevenson  called  upon  the  several  members  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  who  had 
come  from  Washington  to  Pittsburgh  on  business  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  Post  Office,  for  which  the  Chamber  had 
worked  so  hard.  These  visitors  comprised  Congress¬ 
man  Richard  W.  Austin  of  Tennessee;  Hon.  Oscar  H. 
Wenderoth,  the  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury; 
Hon.  Bryan  R.  Newton,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury;  Congressman  Frank  Clark  of  Florida,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
others. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Chamber,  a  bill  had  been 
passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  previously  purchased 
site,  and  it  was  generally  understood  that  we  are  now  in 
a  fair  way  to  have  a  new  Post  Office  in  an  accessible  lo¬ 
cation,  commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the  city. 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  TESTING  LABORATORIES. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1913,  the  United  States  Sen¬ 
ate  took  action  which  cleared  the  way  for  work  to  be 
started  at  the  new  site  for  the  Bureau  of  Mines  Testing 
Laboratories,  when  it  authorized  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  to  accept  such  funds  as  may  be  received  bv  contri¬ 
bution  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  or  from  other 
.sources,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging,  (by  purchase,  con¬ 
demnation,  or  otherwise),  and  improving  the  site  author¬ 
ized  to  be  acquired  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines. 

The  Senate  was  informed  by  the  Committee  on  Pub¬ 
lic  Buildings  and  Grounds,  that  the  Legislature  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  had  appropriated  $25,000  toward  the  new  plan 
which  is  to  be  the  model  for  the  country.  Lender  the 
Senate  legislation,  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology 
can  do  its  share  toward  improving  the  Magee  site  ad¬ 
joining  the  Schools,  upon  which  the  plant  will  be  erected. 

While  active  work  on  the  new  buildings  cannot  be 
started  until  the  $500,000  appropriated  is  available,  all 
.arrangements  will  be  made,  and  work  will  be  started  when 
the  money  is  authorized. 

Since  June  1st,  1906,  the  Chamber  has,  from  time 
to  time,  been  busily  occupied  in  putting  forth  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  secure  the  location  in  Pittsburgh  of  these  Test¬ 
ing  Laboratories. 

In  1908,  a  delegation  was  sent  to  Washington  for 
the  purpose  of  interesting  Congress  in  this  plan,  and 
representatives  of  the  Government  came  to  Pittsburgh 
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on  the  invitation  of  the  Chamber.  The  Chamber’s  in¬ 
fluence  was  also  used  to  bring  from  Philadelphia  and 
have  installed  in  Pittsburgh  the  largest  testing  machine 
in  the  world. 

In  1912  another  Committee  was  sent  to  Washington 
and  conferred  with  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  this  latter  effort 
the  Chamber  was  effectively  supported  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  City  Council,  Board  of  Education,  City  Planning 
Commission,  Pittsburgh  Industrial  Development  Com¬ 
mission,  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Mayor  Magee,  resulting 
in  arrangements  being  finally  made  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  M  agee  site. 

The  securing  of  the  permanent  location  of  these 
Testing  Laboratories  in  Pittsburgh,  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  believes,  is  one  of  the  most  important  achieve¬ 
ments  of  recent  years.  In  addition  to  the  employment 
which  the  laboratories  will  give,  considerable  prestige 
will  be  given  to  Pittsburgh  as  the  center  of  valuable 
scientific  developments  of  inestimable  value  to  the  me¬ 
chanical  world,  as  well  as  efficient  methods  in  avoiding 
the  loss  of  hundreds  of  human  lives  which  are  daily  in 
jeopardy  in  the  mines  and  other  great  industries. 

Another  important  accomplishment  during  the  past 
year  has  been  the  solution  of  the  Housing  problem.  From 
the  outset  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Health  Department  of  the  city  were  not  sufficient  to- 
insure  proper  sanitation,  and  the  regulations  which  did 
exist  were  not  enforced.  After  much  labor  and  effort,  in 
which  the  Committee  on  Housing  Conditions  tvas  ably 
supported  by  other  organizations  of  the  city,  a  revision 
of  the  Health  Code  was  effected.  The  passage  of  suitable 
bill  s  by  the  Legislature  was  secured  and  Pittsburgh  now 
occupies  the  proud  position  of  having  one  of  the  best 
Health  Codes  in  the  whole  country. 

Hitherto  it  had  been  the  general  opinion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  provide  individual  houses  in 
Pittsburgh  which  could  be  rented  at  such  rates  as  the  lower 
wage  earners  could  afford  to  pay.  Careful  study  and 
investigations  were  made  by  the  Committee  under  the 
efficient  leadership  of  its  Chairman,  Mr.  C.  P.  Hill,  re¬ 
sulting,  after  nearly  seven  years'  work,  in  the  adaptation 
to  Pittsburgh’s  requirements,  of  the  Duplex  type  of 
house,  a  large  number  of  which  are  now  successfully  op¬ 
erated  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  the  Washington  Sani¬ 
tary  Improvement  Company  and  the  Washington  Sani¬ 
tary  Housing  Company,  and  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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In  this  design  there  are  two  houses  under  one  roof, 
one  above  the  other — each  house,  however,  is  distinct 
from  the  other,  there  being  separate  entrances,  back  and 
front,  separate  porches,  basements  and  yards,  so  that  there 
can  be  no  conflicting  interests.  Some  of  these  houses 
consist  of  two  rooms  and  bath,  and  some  of  three  rooms 
and  bath  and  other  conveniences,  and  can  be  rented  at 
$10.00  per  month  and  up,  which,  after  paying  all 
expenses  and  setting  aside  two  per  cent  for  depreciation 
will  yield  to  the  investors  in  such  property,  dividends 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  Committee’s  report  recommending  that  the 
Chamber  authorize  the  organization  of  a  Building  Com¬ 
pany  with  a  capital  of  $300,000  was  carefully  considered 
by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  adopted  the  recommendation. 

Due  attention  has  also  been  given  to  traffic 
transportation  and  means  of  communication  through 
the  medium  of  the  Committees  on  Transporta¬ 
tion  and  Railroads  and  Postal  Affairs.  We  now 
have  quicker  mail  service  between  Pittsburgh  and 
New  York  and  many  re-adjustments  in  freight  and 
delivery  conditions,  which,  to  a  city  originating  the  larg¬ 
est  shipments  of  any  city  in  the  world,  is  a  matter  of  great 
moment.  The  Chamber  favored  the  five  per  cent  advance 
in  freight  rates  for  which  the  railroads  applied  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  suggested  the 
establishment  of  joint  through  rates  by  all  carriers  to  and 
from  Pittsburgh  terminals  which  has  si  i  'c  r'  ea~"  accomp¬ 
lished.  Nor  has  the  vexed  question  of  the  cost  of  living 
been  overlooked.  Investigations  have  been  made  into 
freight  rate  conditions,  marketing  and  storing,  and, 
though  we  are  not  yet  able  to  report  any  visible  or  tan¬ 
gible  results,  the  subject  is  still  being  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Food  Supply  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  data 
and  general  information  being  collected  will  in  due  course 
prove  of  inestimable  value  to  the  public. 

The  Charities  situation  continues  to  be  a  live  ques¬ 
tion.  The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Chari¬ 
ties  Endorsement  and  Advice  has  been  broadened,  as 
indicated  by  the  change  of  the  Committee's  name  to 
Charities  and  General  Subscriptions  Investigation 
Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  economy 
will  be  effected  in  the  distribution  of  funds  contributed 
by  our  citizens  for  charitable  purposes  and  thereby  en¬ 
sure  a  larger  proportion  of  such  funds  being  devoted  to 
the  direct  relief  of  poor  and  distressed  citizens. 
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In  municipal  matters  the  Chamber  has  continued  its 
watchful  and  conservative  policy. 

The  transit  problem  occupied  a  large  share  of  at¬ 
tention  both  as  to  passenger  and  freight  service.  The 
Chamber  co-operated  with  City  Council  in  securing  leg¬ 
islation  which  would  admit  of  trolley  terminals  and  mar¬ 
ket  facilities  for  cheaper  and  more  convenient  transpor¬ 
tation  of  food  and  other  products  from  the  producer  to 
the  consumer,  and  recommendations  were  made  as  to 
the  design  of  the  new  market  house  to  provide  better 
access  and  more  public  comfort  stations. 

In  national  and  international  affairs  the  Chamber 
is  now  able  to  secure  more  effective  action  by  reason  of 
its  connection  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  There  never  was  a  time  when 
the  attention  of  business  men  to  national  questions  was 
more  needed  than  at  present.  The  business  men  of  the 
nation  constitute  one  of  its  chief  assets.  Hitherto,  from 
lack  of  proper  organization  on  the  part  of  business  men 
their  interests  have  been  much  disturbed  and  made  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  freak  legislation. 

The  recent  change  in  our  national  government,  the 
tariff  and  so-called  anti-trust  legislation  and  agitation 
are  producing  conditions  of  unrest  in  business  circles 
which  imperil  the  country's  prosperity.  Between  the 
manufacturers  and  business  men  rests  the  stupendous 
responsibility  of  providing  work  and  wages  for  the  work¬ 
ing  men  of  every  country  and  if  business  is  unnecessarily 
hampered,  capital  will  seek  investment  in  less  uncer¬ 
tain  quarters.  The  interests  of  business  men,  employ¬ 
ers  and  workers  are  identical,  and  what  affects  the  one 
reacts  upon  the  other.  The  new  Currency  Law,  how¬ 
ever,  if  properly  and  impartially  administered,  will,  it 
is  hoped,  to  some  extent  mitigate  the  evils  indicated, 
and  it  behooves  the  business  men  to  be  “up  and  doing/' 

The  complaint  regarding  telephone  matters  which 
has  been  filed  bv  the  Chamber  with  the  Pennsvlvania 
State  Public  Service  Commission  promises  to  develop 
into  one  of  the  most  important  inquiries  ever  made ;  and 
is  likely  to  assume  state-wide  significance  and  pos¬ 
sibly  national  interest.  An  injunction  was  secured  in  the 
local  courts  against  the  Central  District  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company 
operating  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  Eastern  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia;  restraining  that  Company  from  forc¬ 
ing  upon  the  public,  contracts  involving  higher  rates. 
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until  the  question  of  their  reasonableness  could  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  State  Public  Service  Commission. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Committee  on  'Trans¬ 
portation  and  Railroads  submitted  to  the  Chamber  a 
report  upon  the  number  of  complaints  which  had  been 
made  concerning  over  charges  and  discrimination  in  the 
matter  of  local  telephone  rates.  The  report  stated  that 
the  rates  charged  for  telephone  service  in  Pittsburgh, 
as  in  some  other  large  cities,  were  partially  an  inheritance 
from  earlier  days.  The  rates  established  some  years  ago 
in  many  instances  remain  the  same  for  old  subscribers, 
while  new  subscribers  are  compelled  to  pay  higher  rates 
based  on  measured  service.  In  the  three  years  beginning 
January  1,  1911,  the  Company  has  been  following  a  pol¬ 
icy  requiring  business  subscribers  to  take  this  measured 
service.  The  whole  matter  is  now  before  the.  State  Pub¬ 
lic  Service  Commission  and  in  the  care  of  capable  attor¬ 
neys  employed  by  the  Chamber.  According  to  the  last 
report  received,  favorable  progress  is  being  made  and 
the  solution  of  the  question  of  reasonable  charges  for 
telephone  service  in  this  community  is  confidently  ex¬ 
pected. 

This  summary  of  the  Chamber’s  work  during  the 
year  that  is  past  refers,  in  a  brief  manner  only,  to  some 
of  the  more  visible  results  of  local  interest.  A  perusal 
of  the  following  record  will  reveal  the  vast  amount  of 
good  work  accomplished  by  Pittsburgh’s  patriotic  citi¬ 
zens  through  their  membership  in  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

MUNICIPAL. 

At  the  regular  meeting,  held  September  nth,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  street  car  congestion  again  came  before  the  Chamber 
for  consideration  and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  reaffirm  its  former  action  favoring  the  enact¬ 
ment  by  City  Council  of  a  suitable  ordinance  permitting 
the  construction  of  a  subway  for  passenger  transporta¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  Council  now  be  urged  to  enact  such 
an  ordinance  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  Committee  on  Real  Estate  and  Taxation  presented 
a  report  relating  to  the  question  of  placing  the  Board 
of  City  Assessors  under  strict  civil  service.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Chamber : 
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Whereas,  The  incoming  administration  of  the  City 
of  Pittsburgh  is  pledged  to  efficiency  in  all  departments^ 
and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  City  Assessors  deals  with 
what  directly  affects  every  property  owner,  and  its  effi¬ 
ciency,  accordingly,  becomes  a  subject  of  popular  con¬ 
cern  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  go  on  record  as  in  favor  of  placing  this  branch 
of  the  city  government  under  strict  civil  service  and 
urg:s  that  all  changes  in  its  personnel,  if  any,  should 
be  made  solely  as  a  means  for  securing  greater  effi¬ 
ciency;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the 
newly  elected  Mayor,  Hon.  Jos.  G.  Armstrong,  and  to 
civic  and  taxpayers  organizations  generally,  to  the  end 
that  the  stand  thereby  taken  by  this  Board  and  Chamber 
may  be  effective,  and  result  in  general  concurrence  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  Committee  on  Municipal  Affairs  has  given  close 
attention  and  much  study  to  the  perplexing  conditions 
now  existing  in  the  street  car  service  and  in  its  report  to 
the  Chamber  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  is  entirely 
within  the  power  of  the  Street  Railways  Company  to 
remedy  the  existing  congestion  and  that  the  same  can 
be  done  without  material  expense  or  increased  cost  of 
maintenance  by  adopting  the  plan  of  rerouting  the  cars, 
suggested  by  the  Committee. 

This  report  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Chamber. 

The  Charities  Endorsement  and  Advice  Committee 
has  continued  its  work  and  has  made  commendable  pro¬ 
gress  toward  the  adoption,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
charitable  organizations,  of  better  standards  and  methods 
and  increase  of  efficiency.  The  work  of  the  committee 
has  developed  the  fact  that  there  has  been  and  still  ex¬ 
ists  a  considerable  amount  of  duplication  on  the  part  of 
a  large  number  of  organizations.  The  co-operation  of 
various  organizations  with  the  committee,  together  with 
a  better  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  business  in¬ 
terests  of  the  city  as  to  what  organizations  complying 
with  the  standards  adopted  by  the  Chamber  will  increase 
the  value  of  many  agencies,  enable  them  to  do  better 
work  and  save  large  sums  of  money,  now  wasted  due 
to  inefficiency  and  lack  of  experience. 
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Measures  have  also  been  taken  to,  as  far  as  possible, 
reduce  the  number  of  unauthorized  as  well  as  dishonest 
solicitors  from  frequenting  the  business  buildings  of  the 
city.  The  committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chamber, 
was  responsible  for  the  introduction  into  Council,  and 
later  received  the  cooperation  of  Council  in  the  passage 
of  ordinance  Xo.  279,  providing  for  and  regu¬ 
lating-  the  registration  of  charitable,  beneficial,  benevo- 
lent  and  religious  institutions  and  of  persons  soliciting 
contributions  for  such  institutions  with  the  Department 
of  Charities  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  prohibition 
of  “tag  days"  and  the  personal  solicitation  of  contribu¬ 
tions  on  the  public  streets  for  charitable,  beneficial,  bene¬ 
volent  and  religious  institutions. 

Math  the  view  of  further  safe-guarding  and  prop¬ 
erly  regulating  solicitations  for  subscriptions  and  pro¬ 
tecting  the  business  interests,  through  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  from  fraud  and  unnecessary  inconvenience, 
the  scope  of  the  committee's  work  has  been  enlarged  in 
order  to  extend  its  investigations  into  the  general  sub- 
scriptions  to  be  taken  up  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  The 
By-Laws  were  amended  and  the  committee  will  now 
be  known  as  “The  Charities  and  General  Subscriptions 
Investigation  Committee. ” 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

OF  AMERICA. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Cham¬ 
ber  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  February  11th,  12th 
and  13th,  1914. 

The  growth  of  the  Membership  from  44  organiza¬ 
tions  with  37,472  members  in  15  states  on  May  31st,  1912, 
to  506  organizations  with  244,870  members  in  47  states 
on  January  31st,  1914,  is  sufficient  indication  of  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  National  Chamber.  In  addition  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  membership,  1716  individual  members  were  enrolled 
in  the  year  1913  representing  38  states.  Sixty-eight  of  these 
members  are  from  Pittsburgh.  At  this  meeting  Wm.  H. 
Stevenson  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 
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INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS 

In  connection  with  the  holding-  of  the  Anglo-Am¬ 
erican  Exposition  in  London  in  1915  to  celebrate  100 
years  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  $200,000  of  the  profits  from  which  are  to  be  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  British  American  Peace  Committee  for 
the  foundation  of  scholarships  in  connection  with  the 
commercial  and  social  economics  in  both  countries,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  reaffirmed  its  repeated  action 
advocating  international  arbitration  and  universal  peace, 
and  recommended  to  its  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
and  Commerce  that  it  urge  the  manufacturers  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  to  make  the  most  of  an  opportunity  that  will  permit 
of  showing  a  patriotic  pride  in  the  industrial  achieve¬ 
ment  of  our  country  and  will  enable  them  as  well  to  bene¬ 
fit  from  an  unusual  opening  to  increase  the  foreign  de¬ 
mand  for  their  products. 

President  William  H.  Stevenson  of  the  Chamber  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  American  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  this  exposition. 

ENTERTAINMENT,  LUNCHEONS,  ETC. 

On  Monday,  May  5th,  1913,  over  five  hundred  members 
of  the  Chamber,  and  their  friends  attended  the  luncheon 
held  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel  in  honor  of  President  Samuel 
Rea  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Mr.  Rea  referred 
to  the  never  failing  optimism  of  our  business  men  com¬ 
bined  with  the  practical  application  of  foresight  and 
energy,  as  having  much  to  do  with  the  merited  recogni¬ 
tion  which  Pittsburgh  receives  from  the  world  today. 
He  also  drew  attention  to  unwise  legislation  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  great  transportation  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  urging  the  continued  co-operation  of  Pittsburgh’s 
business  men  in  the  promotion  of  conditions  tending 
to  encourage  rather  than  harass  large  operations. 

The  luncheon  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Committee  on  Entertainment,  Chairman  W.  S.  Brown 
presiding. 

On  June  26th,  1913,  over  400  members  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber,  and  their  friends  attended  a  testimonial  dinner  to 
Hon.  George  W.  Guthrie  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel. 

Judge  Jos.  Buffington  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  several  judges  of  the  Allegheny  Coun¬ 
ty  Court,  a  number  of  members  of  the  City  Council  and 
many  other  prominent  people  were  in  attendance. 
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W.  S.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  En¬ 
tertainment  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  presided  and 
addresses  were  made  by  President  Wm.  H.  Stevenson, 
Lee  S.  Smith  and  Geo.  R.  Wallace.  All  testified  to  the 
great  value  of  Mr.  Guthrie’s  work  to  the  City  and  the 
loss  which  would  be  sustained  through  his  going  to  Japan 
as  ambassador  for  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Guthrie’s  address  dealt  largely  with  work  for 
civic  uplift. 

On  July  24th,  Secretary  W.  C.  Redfield,  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce,  addressed  the  members  of  the 
Chamber  at  luncheon  at  the  Ft.  Pitt  Hotel. 

Mr.  Redfield  explained  that  his  presence  in  the  City 
was  in  connection  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Bureau 
of  Standards  and  that  he  was  glad  to  take  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  speak  to  the  business  men  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr. 
Redfield  spoke  in  an  optimistic  manner  in  connection 
with  the  new  tariff  law — claiming  that  American  manu¬ 
facturers  would  quickly  readjust  their  methods  to  effect 
greater  efficiency  and  that  there  need  be  no  consterna¬ 
tion  as  to  foreign  competition  in  the  home  markets  or 
even  abroad.  He  believed  that  the  Pittsburgh  manu¬ 
facturers  were  the  equal  of  any  in  the  world  and  would 
continue  in  that  belief  until  experience  caused  him  to 
change  his  mind. 

He  also  stated  that  he  was  glad  that  the  President 
had  emphasized  the  utility  of  Chambers  of  Commerce 
when  speaking  of  the  National  Chamber  and  that  that 
was  the  form  of  protection  in  which  he  fully  believed 
rather  than  the  protection  which  taxed  the  people.  The 
first  organization  which  he  had  asked  to  help  straighten 
matters  out  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  was  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  regard  to  those  who  had  been  talking  about  in¬ 
vestigations  of  every  factory  which  would  shut  down 
when  the  tariff  bill  became  a  law-.  Secretary  Redfield  said 
this  was  none  of  his  business — that  the  Department  of 
Commerce  wras  not  a  War  Department,  and  should  there 
be  any  particular  case  in  which  inquiry  proved  necessary 
such  inquiry  would  be  made  in  a  spirit  of  helpfulness 
and  enlightenment. 

The  luncheon  was  largely  attended  and  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  remarks  given  close  attention. 

At  the  Speakers’  table  were  President  William  H. 
Stevenson,  Mayor  William  A.  Magee,  Messrs.  Robert 
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Garland,  Enoch  Rauh,  F.  R.  Babcock,  W.  D.  George,  S. 
W.  Black,  A.  C.  Dinkey,  Hon.  Stephen  G.  Porter,  Gen. 
Albert  J.  Logan,  Dr.  S.  W.  Stratton,  and  Maj.  E.  L. 
Humes.  The  Pittsburgh  Association  of  Credit  Men  also 
attended  the  luncheon. 

On  October  7th,  Senator  Theodore  E.  Burton  of 
Ohio  spoke  to  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Chamber  at  luncheon  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel  when  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  was  again  dealt  with. 

Senator  Burton  said  he  would  sound  no  note  of  pes¬ 
simism  as  this  was  not  a  time  to  indulge  in  criticisms 
but  rather  for  the  manufacturers  and  workers  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  to  put  forth  their  efforts  to  continue  the  prosper¬ 
ity  of  the  last  few  years.  He  called  attention  to  the  large 
crops  of  the  country,  admitting  the  shortage  in  cotton 
and  corn,  but  thought  the  loss  in  quantity  would  be  com¬ 
pensated  by  higher  prices  for  those  products.  Another 
reason  for  at  least  a  temporary  continuation  of  prosper¬ 
ity  was  the  depleted  stocks  of  manufactured  goods  in 
the  country,  due  to  the  long  uncertainty  in  connection 
with  the  Tariff  question.  Prosperous  times  abroad  would 
delay  the  efforts  of  Europe  and  Asia  to  capture  the  Am¬ 
erican  market. 

Chairman  Robert  Garland  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufacturing  and  Mining  under  whose  auspices  the 
luncheon  was  held,  spoke  in  the  same  strain,  pointing  out 
that  orders  had  been  held  back  until  buyers  might  know 
what  to  depend  upon  and  that  consequently  current  de¬ 
mands  were  larger  than  usual  in  proportion  to  supplies. 
He  also  called  attention  to  inconsistencies  and  incongrui¬ 
ties  in  the  Tariff  Law  and  the  arguments  on  which  it  was 
based. 

On  October  24th,  was  held,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Committee  on  Education,  a  membership  luncheon 
which  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Bernard  Xoel  Langdon- 
Davies,  M.  A.  of  Cambridge  University,  on  the  subject 
of  International  Conciliation,  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  pre¬ 
siding. 

Mr.  Langdon-Davies  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Carton  Foundation,  an  organization  recently  form¬ 
ed  to  encourage  men  and  women  in  England  to  think  of 
international  questions  and  especially  questions  of  peace, 
armament  and  war  from  the  point  of  view  of  economics. 

The  luncheon  was  well  attended  and  the  able  address 
very  much  appreciated. 
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Under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  on  Education, 
Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  Chairman,  there  was  also  held  on 
November  20th,  a  joint  luncheon  of  the  Membership  oi 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Credit  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  at  which  over  400  business  men  were  present, 
when  President  Chas.  R.  Van  Hise  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Dr.  Louis  E.  Reber,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Dean  of  the  Extension  Department  and  Dr.  Chas. 
McCarthy  of  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau  delivered 
addresses. 

President  Van  Hise's  explanation  of  the  “Wisconsin 
Idea”  struck  a  popular  chord  and  the  luncheon  was  one 
of  the  most  enthusiastic  held  by  the  Chamber  during  the 
year. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac¬ 
turing  and  Mining,  Hon.  John  Price  Jackson,  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Labor  and  Industry  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  members  of  the  Chamber  at  luncheon  at  the  Fort 
Pitt  Hotel  on  February  14th,  at  which  Chairman  H.  D. 
Shute  presided. 

The  Commissioner  explained  at  length  the  workings 
of  the  Department  and  advocated  vocational  schools  with 
compulsory  attendance.  He  told  of  the  early  marketing  places 
in  this  country  and  of  the  efforts  being  made  to  improve 
marketing  conditions.  He  discussed  briefly  the  Child 
Labor  Law  and  explained  the  force  of  the  laws  pertain¬ 
ing  to  employers  and  employees. 

At  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel,  Wednesday,  March  4th,  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  on  Agricultural  De¬ 
velopment,  Chairman  W.  C.  Coffin  presiding,  150  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Chamber  were  addressed  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Pard- 
ington,  Vice  President  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  Associa¬ 
tion,  who  gave  a  graphic  outline  of  the  work  thus  far 
accomplished  in  the  formation  of  a  National  Highway 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  and  spoke  of  the  High¬ 
way's  manifold  advantages,  inviting  the  commercial  in¬ 
terests  of  Pittsburgh  to  take  part. 

About  125  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
attended  a  membership  luncheon  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel, 
April  14th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Pittsburgh  by 
Thos.  M’Millan,  J.  P.  Senior  Magistrate  of  the  City  of 
Glasgow  and  Alex  Walker,  J.  P.,  F.  S.  I.,  Solicitor,  City 
Assessor  and  Surveyor  of  Municipal  Rates  of  Glasgow. 

These  gentlemen  were  making  a  tour  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  munici¬ 
pal  administration  data. 
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Taxation 
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The  luncheon  was  attended  by  Mayor  Armstrong 
and  several  members  of  the  Council,  and  presided  over 
by  President  William  H.  Stevenson. 

Taxation  was  a  prominent  feature  of  the  discussion — 
the  Henry  George  system  being  strongly  advocated  by 
Mr.  W.  D.  George. 

President  John  M.  Goehring  of  City  Council  made  a 
strong  attack  on  the  sliding  scale  law.  He  pointed  out 
that  owners  could  not  give  land  awav  or  borrow  to  im- 
prove  it. 

The  system  of  the  Glasgow  Council  of  which  there 
are  113  members  without  pay  who  transact  the  city’s 
business  every  day  from  9:00  A.  M.  to  5:00  P.  M.,  was 
explained  by  Mr.  Walker;  also  the  operation  of  the  street 
cars  by  the  City  from  which  the  City  has  a  surplus  of 
$15,000,000  and  a  total  surplus  from  all  municipal  opera¬ 
tions  of  $45,000,000. 

On  April  28  a  Membership  Luncheon  was  held  at 
the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel  attended  by  200  members  and  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Chairman  H.  W.  Neely  of  the  Trade  Ex¬ 
tension  Committee.  The  preparations  and  arrangements 
which  were  being  made  for  the  14th  Annual  Trade  Ex¬ 
cursion  were  discussed  and  much  enthusiasm  was  shown. 

President  Wm.  H.  Stevenson  stated  that  all  the  for¬ 
mer  trips  were  beneficial  to  Pittsburgh  business  men. 
Chairman  Neely  explained  the  itinerary  of  the  trip.  Mr. 
Sipe  told  of  the  publicity  feature  of  the  excursion  and 
Air.  Marcus  Rauh  and  General  Albert  J.  Logan  spoke 
of  the  good  work  accomplished.  Several  others  also  tes¬ 
tified  to  the  benefits  arising  from  these  excursions.  It 
was  shown  that  so  far  as  could  be  seen  at  that  time  the 
14th  Annual  Trade  Extension  Tour  was  expected  to  be 
the  largest  ever  made  by  the  Chamber. 


COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 
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At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  held  Janu¬ 
ary  8th,  1914,  the  Committee  on  Education  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  proposed  campaign  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  to  secure  $3,000,000  and  suggested  the  adoption  of 
a  resolution  endorsing  this  effort.  L^pon  motion  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  endorse  the  cam¬ 
paign  about  to  be  made  for  the  endoAvment  of  the  work 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 
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CONGRESSES— CHAMBER  REPRESENTED. 


At  the  Third  National  Drainage  Congress  held  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  April  10-12,  1913,  the  Chamber  was 
represented  by  Messrs.  Morris  Knowles  and  Geo.  M.  Leh¬ 
man,  acting  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh,  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Flood  Commission  of  Pittsburgh. 

A.  J.  Kelly,  Jr.,  of  Pittsburgh  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  National  Executive  Committee  and  H.  J.  Heinz 
continued  as  one  of  the  honorary  vice  presidents. 

Thirty-six  states  were  represented  in  the  Congress 
which  gave  special  attention  to  adequate  provisions  for 
flood  control,  regulation  and  control  of  stream  flow,  and 
the  reclamation  of  swamps,  over-flow  and  arid  lands. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  that  steps  be  taken  to  combat 
malaria  and  that  the  several  states  be  requested  to  ap¬ 
point  Malarial  Commissions. 


INTER-CITY  FRIENDSHIP  CONFERENCE. 

On  Tuesday,  October  14th,  1913,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce,  a  delegation  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  attended  the  sec¬ 
ond  Inter-City  Friendship  Conference  which  was  held  at 
Detroit.  At  this  conference  there  were  in  attendance  di¬ 
rectors  from  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Cleveland 
and  Buffalo  and  the  Association  of  Commerce  of  Chicago. 
The  Pittsburgh  delegation  comprised  Messrs.  Barbour, 
Coffin,  Davis,  Hanauer,  Hill,  McCormick,  Neely,  Ogden, 
Rauh,  W.  L.  Rodgers,  Shute,  Stevenson  and  Wilkins. 

The  Conference  was  addressed  by  President  Harry 
A.  Wheeler  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Directors  of  which  were  in  session 
in  Detroit.  In  the  evening  a  banquet  was  given  in  the 
new  building  of  the  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce 
and  addresses  were  made  by  representatives  of 
the  different  organizations.  President  Stevenson  respond¬ 
ed  for  Pittsburgh,  his  remarks  bearing  on  the  necessitv 
for  the  development  of  water  transportation  between 
Pittsburgh  and  the  northwestern  mines,  citing  as  an 
instance  the  competition  which  will  exist  on  the  opening 
of  the  Panama  Canal,  due  to  the  possibility  of  bringing 
iron  ore  from  South  America  into  Pennsylvania  at  lower 
rates  than  it  can  be  brought  from  the  Mesaba  Mines. 
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Tlie  delegation  was  highly  pleased  with  its  reception 
and  entertainment  by  the  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce 
and  the  manifest  interest  towards  closer  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  Pittsburgh  and  the  cities  represented. 

An  invitation  having  been  received  for  the  Chamber 
to  be  represented  at  the  convention  to  be  held  in  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Harrisburg,  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1913,  in  favor  of  the  proposed  $50,000,000  loan 
for  improved  highways,  submission  of  which  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  was  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  a  Special 
Committee  was  appointed  by  President  Stevenson  to  con¬ 
sider  the  subject  of  supporting  or  opposing  the  issue,  and 
the  committee  presented  its  report  favoring  the  project, 
which  was  finally  adopted  by  the  Chamber,  and  represen¬ 
tatives  sent  to  the  convention. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Chattanooga 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  send  a  representative  to  the 
formal  opening  and  dedication  of  the  Chattanooga  &  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  Power  Company’s  Hydro  Electric  Develop¬ 
ment  at  Hales  Bar  on  the  Tennessee  River,  near  Chat- 
tanoogo,  Tennessee,  on  November  13th.  The  Chamber 
was  represented  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Tone. 

The  10th  annual  convention  of  the  National  Rivers  & 
Harbors  Congress  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  De¬ 
cember  3rd,  4th  and  5th  and  was  attended  by  over  three 
thousand  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh,  as  a  con¬ 
stituent  member,  was  represented  by  Capt.  Wm.  B.  Rod¬ 
gers,  Chairman,  Louis  J.  Afifelder,  C.  P.  Hill,  J.  H.  Mc- 
Crady,  Robert  J.  McKay,  C.  S.  Rea,  T.  M.  Rees,  Geo.  M. 
Lehman,  J.  Frank  Tilley  and  Edward  Davison. 

A  strong  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  business  in¬ 
terests  of  this  country  favoring  the  speedy  completion  of 
improvements  upon  our  navigable  waterways  was  main¬ 
tained,  and  an  interest  is  being  developed  through  this 
annual  convention  that  will  be  influential  in  inducing 
Congress  and  our  governmental  authorities  to  place  river 
and  harbor  improvements  on  a  basis  of  equal  considera¬ 
tion  with  the  other  leading  objects  for  which  extensive 
appropriations  are  made 

The  Fifth  National  Conservation  Congress  was  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  November  18,  19  and  20,  1913,  at 
which  this  Chamber  was  represented  by :  Geo.  M. 
Lehman,  A.  J.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Dr.  Samuel  B.  McCormick  and 
Morris  Knowles. 
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Forestry  and  Waterpower  were  the  main  subjects 
under  consideration  in  the  discussion  of  which  flood  con¬ 
trol  and  stream  regulation  received  marked  attention, 
as  shown  by  the  following  excerpt  from  the  official  reso¬ 
lutions  : 

“That  the  Fifth  Conservation  Congress,  in  con¬ 
vention  assembled  recommend  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  and  the  various  State  Legislatures 
do  enact  appropriate  legislation  for  a  comprehensive 
plan  providing  for  liberal  appropriations  for  execut¬ 
ing  surveys  and  carrying  on  fundamental  investi¬ 
gations  of  the  streams,  from  source  to  mouth,  to  as¬ 
certain  the  amount  and  distribution  of  rainfall  and 
variation  of  stream  flow,  for  the  purpose  of  deter¬ 
mining  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  various 
requirements  and  the  most  comprehensive  and  effi¬ 
cient  methods  of  treatment.” 

The  Chamber  was  represented  at  the  convention  of 
the  National  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Industrial  and 
Vocational  Education,  which  was  held  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  October  23-25  inclusive;  and  at  the  National 
Civil  Service  Reform  League  Convention,  held  in  Boston 
in  December. 

The  members  of  the  Chamber  were  invited  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  South  American  trip  of  the  Business  Men’s 
League  of  St.  Louis,  scheduled  to  leave  New  York  March 
7th,  1914. 

At  the  14th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Civic 
Federation,  held  in  New  York  December  11th  and  12th, 
1913,  the  Chamber  was  represented  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Han- 
auer. 

Satisfaction  was  expressed  regarding  the  Newlands 
Law  providing  for  the  mediation  and  arbitration  of  con¬ 
troversies  between  railroads  and  their  train  operating 
employees,  the  passage  of  which  had  prevented  a  great 
strike  of  all  the  railroad  employees  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that  similar  laws  would 
be  put  upon  the  statute  books  of  all  the  states  in  order 
to  deal  with  intrastate  railroad  employees 

The  necessity  for  an  advance  of  5  per  cent  in  the  rail¬ 
road  freight  rates  was  emphasized — this  being  due  to  the 
steadv  advance  in  the  waoes  of  the  men  and  other  ex- 

«  o 

penses.  Industrial  activities  and  their  operation  ;  the  reg¬ 
ulation  of  public  utilities ;  the  food  and  drug  regulation  ; 
price  cutting  and  chain  stores  were  other  matters  of  public 
interest  which  were  discussed. 


Forestry  and 
Waterpower 


Industrial 

Education 

National  Civil 
Service  Re¬ 
form  League 

St.  Louis 
Business 
Men’s  League 


National  Civic 
Federation 


Newlands  Ar¬ 
bitration  Law 


5%  Advance 
in  railroad 
freight  rates 

Industrial 

Activities 


27 


Third  National 
Conference  on 
Housing  in 
America 


The  Chamber  was  represented  at  this  conference  by 
Geo.  H.  Schwan  and  F.  Marshall.  The  Conference  was 
held  in  Cincinnati,  December  3,  4  and  5,  1913,  and  much 
valuable  data  and  information  on  housing  subjects  was 
secured.  Prominent  men  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  were  in  attendance.  The  final  meeting" 
was  addressed  by  Robert  W.  DeForest  of  New  York  and 
former  President  William  H.  Taft. 


Convention  of 
Pennsylvania 
Organizations 
on  Housing 


At  this  Conference  the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania 
met  together  and  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
all  the  Pennsylvania  organizations  interested  in  the 
Housing  Movement,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a 
State  Housing  Association. 

The  Chamber  acceded  to  the  request  and  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania  organizations  was  called  to  meet 
in  Harrisburg,  April  6,  7  and  8,  1914. 

This  Convention  was  held  in  Harrisburg,  April  6,  7’ 
and  8,  1914  and  was  attended  by  delegates  from  all  the 
active  Housing  Associations  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  was  represented  by  Geo.  H. 
Schwan,  F.  Marshall  and  Ward  Bonsall,  Esq.  Papers 
were  read  by  City  and  State  Officials  and  various  dele¬ 
gates  representing  housing  workers  in  many  cities.  At 
the  close  of  the  Convention  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
to  organize  the  Pennsylvania  State  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Association,  which  was  accomplished  under 
very  promising  conditions,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  general 
and  statewide  interest  in  housing  will  be  aroused. 
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The  Chamber’s  Committee  on  Smoke  Abatement 
co-operated  in  entertaining  the  300  delegates  to  the 
Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the  International  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Prevention  of  Smoke  which  was  held  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  early  in  September  with  headquarters  at  the  Fort 
Pitt  Hotel.  Mr.  J.  M.  Searle.  Chief  Smoke  Inspector  of 
Pittsburgh  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 
At  the  request  of  Mayor  Magee  the  Chamber  organized 
an  automobile  tour  of  the  residental  districts  of  the  City 
which  was  much  appreciated  by  the  visiting  guests. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY’S  125TH  ANNIVERSARY. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Wes¬ 
tern  Pennsylvania,  William  H.  Stevenson,  President, 
the  125th  birthday  of  Allegheny  County  was  appropri¬ 
ately  celebrated  during  the  week  of  September  21-26  when 
religious  services,  parades,  meetings  and  reunions  were  held 
throughout  the  week.  On  Friday,  Civic  Organizations 
Day,  under  the  general  direction  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Black,  was 
held  the  most  successful  and  largest  automobile  parade 
ever  seen  in  the  city ;  32  commercial  and  civic  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  county  participating.  The  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  was  awarded  the  prize  for  the  largest  turnout  of 
automobiles  bv  an  organization. 

During  this  week  also  the  Chamber's  Tenth  Inbound 
Excursion  of  Merchants  into  Pittsburgh  was  held,  as 
mentioned  elsewhere,  in  order  that  the  visiting  merchants 
might  participate  in  the  festivities. 


TRADE  EXTENSION. 

The  13th  Annual  Outbound  Excursion  made  a  tour 
through  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia,  May  20,  21, 
22  and  23,  1913.  This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
successful  journeys  ever  taken  by  the  Pittsburgh  Trade 
Boosters.  Everyone  of  the  hundred  business  men  on  the 
train  made  it  his  first  and  last  duty  to  extol  the  greatness 
of  Pittsburgh  and  promote  a  closer  bond  of  friendship 
and  co-operative  interest  on  the  part  of  the  large  and  pro¬ 
gressive  population  in  the  Ohio  Valley.  The  significance 
and  importance  of  these  trips  increase  yearly,  fostering 
and  developing  Pittsburgh’s  business  relations  with  the 
retail  distributors  and  the  millions  of  population  of  which 
this  city  is  the  center.  The  hearty  support  of  our  Pitts¬ 
burgh  newspapers  and  those  of  the  territory  visited  and 
the  extensive  publicity  given  by  them  made  possible  the 
very  best  results,  and  their  generous  co-operation  was 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  all  who  participated  in  the 
movement. 

The  Tenth  Inbound  Excursion  of  Merchants  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh  was  held  during  the  week  of  September  22-27.  In 
connection  with  the  125th  anniversary  of  Allegheny  Coun¬ 
ty  (Old  Home  Week)  the  visiting  merchants  were  enter¬ 
tained  by  ball  games  at  Forbes  Field,  at  the  Pittsburgh 
Exposition  where  special  features  were  provided  for  the 
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occasion,  and  by  the  courtesies  of  membership  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Athletic  Association,  which  were  extended  to 
the  Trade  Extension  Committee  by  the  Association.  The 
number  of-  visiting  merchants  was  greater  than  on  any 
similar  occasion  and  the  amount  of  purchases  made  by 
them,  while  visiting  our  city,  exceeded  $70,000. 

The  14th  Annual  Trade  Extension  Tour  to  be  made 
through  Y\  estern  Pennsylvania  and  Western  New  York 
during  May,  which  was  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  at  their  meeting  on  February  2nd,  promises  to  be 
a  most  enthusiastic  and  successful  tour. 

Year  by  year  the  interest  in  these  tours  continues  to 
grow  and  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  give  ade¬ 
quate  expression  to  the  permanent  benefit  which  accrues 
to  the  business  men  of  Pittsburgh  who  participate  therein. 


OHIO  FLOOD  RELIEF. 

On  June  2,  1913  the  Pittsburgh  Flood  Relief  Commit¬ 
tee,  organized  to  raise  funds  to  extend  relief  to  the  suf¬ 
ferers  by  the  devastating  floods  in  the  Ohio  District,  held 
its  final  meeting  and  passed  upon  reports  from  the  Exe¬ 
cutive,  Finance  and  Supplies  Committees,  which  for  many 
weeks  had  been  conducting-  this  work  for  the  people  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  total  amount  of  money  distributed  was 
$88,921.15.  For  other  details  of  the  work  of  the  Flood 
Relief  Committee,  see  the  Chamber's  Annual  Report  for 
1912-13  and  the  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  Flood  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary. 


REGIONAL  BANK. 


Report  of 
Committee  on 
Finance  and 
Banking 


To  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banking  was  re¬ 
ferred  the  matter  of  Pittsburgh’s  claim  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  in  this  City  of  one  of  the  Regional  Banks  contem¬ 
plated  under  the  new  Currency  Law. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows  : 

December  29,  1913. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  recent  enactment  into  law  by  the  National  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  Owen-Glass  Currency  Bill  will  necessitate 
the  establishment  of  a  number  of  Regional  Banks  in  var- 
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ious  sections  of  the  country  best  adapted  to  care  for  the 
banking  and  commercial  needs  of  the  people. 

The  pre-eminence  of  Pittsburgh  as  a  Banking,  Com¬ 
mercial,  Manufacturing  and  Transportation  center  and 
the  consequent  need  of  a  large  volume  of  free  currency 
for  the  actual  daily  needs  of  business  suggest  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  establishment  in  this  city  of  one  of  the  Re¬ 
gional  Banks.  Within  a  radius  of  450  miles  of  Pittsburgh 
dwells  more  than  half  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States.  The  business  originating  in  Pittsburgh  and  its 
immediate  contributing  territory  (within  100  miles)  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  city  of  the  country.  The  pay¬ 
rolls  of  this  district  amount  to  more  than  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  per  day  for  every  day  in  the  year.  More  cities  can 
be  reached  by  a  night’s  ride  from  Pittsburgh  than  from 
any  other  city  of  the  United  States.  The  bank  capital 
and  surplus  of  Pittsburgh  alone  is  $150,000,000;  the  capi¬ 
tal  and  surplus  of  the  National  Banks  being  $50,000,000. 
The  National  Bank  capital  of  group  eight  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Bankers  Association  is  $40,000,000 — $90,000,000  in¬ 
cluding  Pittsburgh,  all  of  which  are  National  Banks. 
Group  eight  includes  the  following  counties  in  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  the  State,  viz :  Allegheny,  Armstrong,  Bea¬ 
ver,  Butler,  Clarion,  Fayette,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Law¬ 
rence,  Greene,  Somerset,  Westmoreland,  Cambria  and 
Venango.  (This  small  territory  has  sufficient  National 
Bank  capital  and  surplus  to  provide  the  required  capital 
of  a  Regional  Bank.)  Pittsburgh  has  $100,000,000  capi¬ 
tal  in  banks  and  other  financial  institutions  not  National 
Banks.  If  the  States  of  West  Virginia  and  Ohio  were 
added  to  the  above  mentioned  counties  of  Pennsylvania 
the  National  Bank  capital  and  surplus  would  be  $219,- 
000,000. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  others  which  are 

O’ 

presented  in  detail  and  attached  hereto  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  Banking  recommends  the  passage  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  in  view  of  the  pre-eminence  of  Pittsburgh 
as  a  Banking,  Commercial,  Manufacturing  and  Trans¬ 
portation  Center,  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  present  to  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  the  peculiar 
claims  of  this  city  and  urge  upon  them  the  desirability  of 
establishing  here  a  Regional  Bank,  and  to  this  end  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  be  requested  to  hold  a  hearing  in 
the  City  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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From  this  Committee  a  sub-committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  consisting  of  John  B.  Barbour,  Chairman,  B.  G.  Fol- 
lansbee,  E.  C.  Morey  and  W.  S.  Linderman,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Committee  from  the  Pittsburgh  Clearing  House 
Association  comprising  President  Chas.  McKnight,  T. 
Hart  Given  and  John  R.  McCune,. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  joint  committees  and  Presi¬ 
dent  \Ym.  H.  Stevenson,  Congressman  James  Francis 
Burke  co-operated  and  assisted  in  making  the 
presentation  before  the  Reserve  Bank  Organization  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Washington. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  issued  an  invitation  to 
all  the  commercial  organizations  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Eastern  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  to  adopt  strong 
resolutions  favoring  the  selection  of  Pittsburgh  for  the 
location  of  a  Regional  Bank  and  to  have  representatives 
present  at  the  hearing.  The  Clearing  House  Association 
also  took  up  the  matter  with  the  Clearing  House  Asso¬ 
ciations  and  Banks  throughout  the  territory  and  a  vast 
amount  of  valuable  information  was  collected  both  as  re¬ 
gards  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  financial  institu¬ 
tions  and  the  tremendous  volume  of  business  of  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

On  January  16th,  a  delegation  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Pittsburgh  Clearing  House  Associa¬ 
tion  went  to  Washington  to  attend  the  hearing  before  the 
Reserve  Bank  Organization  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  Pittsburgh’s  claims  for  the  location  of  one 
of  the  Regional  Banks  in  this  city. 

The  delegation  consisted  of  President  Wm.  H.  Ste¬ 
venson,  John  B.  Barbour  and  W.  S.  Linderman  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  President  Charles  McKnight,  T. 
Hart  Given  and  John  R.  McCune  of  the  Clearing  House 
Association,  and  Hon.  James  Francis  Burke. 

The  speakers  were  President  V  m.  H.  Stevenson, 
Charles  McKnight  and  Hon.  James  Francis  Burke.  The 
statement  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  presented  by 
President  Wm.  H.  Stevenson,  was  as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  Members  of  the 

Reserve  Bank  Organization  Committee. 

Gentlemen  : — 

Pittsburgh  is  here  to-day  to  express  its  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  courtesy  of  your  Honorable  Com¬ 
mittee  in  granting  this  special  hearing  for  the  claims 

of  our  city  in  the  consideration  of  the  important 
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problem  which  you  have  before  you  for  the  people 
of  this  country,  of  determining  the  places  at  which 
shall  be  located  and  established,  the  Regional  Banks 
contemplated  under  the  new  Currency  Law. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  new  Banking  and  Cur¬ 
rency  Law  much  of  the  opposition  to  its  provisions 
has  now  disappeared  and  has  been  transformed  into 
approval.  Where  dissatisfaction  and  even  denuncia¬ 
tion  were  heard  three  months  ago,  the  bill  as  revised 
by  Congress  and  signed  by  the  President,  has 
brought  forth  expressions  of  confidence  and  words 
of  commendation.  The  business  men  of  Pittsburgh 
have  faith  in  their  country  and  believe  that  with 
rapid  adjustment  to  the  new  conditions  resulting 
from  the  enactment  of  the  new  Currency  Bill  we 
shall  have  an  era  of  commercial  and  industrial  ac¬ 
tivity  and  prosperity. 

In  a  spirit  of  co-operation,  as  well  as  patriotic 
interest  in  the  great  problem  that  confronts  your 
Honorable  Committee,  we  desire  to  submit  to  you 
the  reason  why  we  believe  Pittsburgh’s  advantages 
and  resources  not  only  entitle  it  to  consideration,  but 
that  it  is  a  logical  place  for  a  Regional  Bank,  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  interest  of  our  whole  country.  Your 
Committee,  we  understand,  has  outlined  three  es¬ 
sentials  for  the  qualification  of  Regional  Bank  Cen¬ 
ters,  viz : 

‘‘First.  Geographical  convenience,  which  in¬ 
volves  transportation  facilities  and  rapid  and  easy 
communication  with  all  parts  of  the  district. 

“Second.  Industrial  and  commercial  develop¬ 
ment  and  needs  of  each  section,  which  involves  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  general  movement  of  commodities 
and  of  business  transactions  within  the  districts  and 
the  transfer  of  funds  and  exchanges  of  credits  aris¬ 
ing  therefrom. 

‘Third.  The  established  custom  and  trend  of 
business,  as  developed  by  the  present  system  of  bank 
reserves  and  checking  accounts.  In  laying  out  the 
districts  and  establishing  the  headquarters  for  re¬ 
serve  banks  every  effort  will  be  made  to  promote 
business  convenience  and  normal  movements  of 
trade  and  commerce." 

Other  representatives  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh 
here  to-day,  will  satisfy  you  as  to  its  qualifications 
from  a  financial  standpoint.  I  have  the  honor  to 
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appear  before  you  as  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Pittsburgh,  which  with  other  trade 
and  commercial  organizations  may  be  said  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  sentiment  of  the  business  men  of  the  great 
Pittsburgh  Region,  and  who  wish  to  lay  before  you 
a  few  facts  in  support  of  what  they  believe  are  pre¬ 
eminent  qualifications  of  Pittsburgh  as  a  business 
and  transportation  center  for  a  Regional  Bank. 

The  United  States  Census  compiles  statistics 
for  metropolitan  districts  (a  ten-mile  radius),  and 
in  manufactures,  population  and  area  Pittsburgh  is 
outranked  by  only  New  York,  Chicago  and  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Had  we  the  time  and  opportunity  to  show 
you,  we  believe  it  could  be  easily  demonstrated  that 
the  Pittsburgh  industrial  and  business  district,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  other  territory  included  in  the  financial 
district  to  be  considered  in  the  location  of  a  regional 
bank,  would  give  it  an  industrial  and  business  sup¬ 
remacy  second  to  none  in  this  country. 

As  is  well  known  to  you,  Pittsburgh  is  the  iron 
and  steel  center  of  the  world.  It  is  also  the  center 
of  the  world’s  largest  supply  of  the  best  bituminous 
coal.  The  tonnage  of  the  industrial  district  (forty- 
mile  radius)  as  reported  to  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  compiled  by  it  last  year  was  railroad 
164,594,915;  river  12,4 78,323,  a  total  of  177,071,238 
tons.  To  carry  this  tonnage  requires  sufficient  rail¬ 
road  cars  of  modern  capacity  to  make  a  train  reach¬ 
ing  around  the  world  at  the  equator.  To  move  such 
enormous  business  Pittsburgh  has  its  three  rivers 
and  the  service  of  more  than  a  dozen  railroads,  thus 
furnishing  rapid  and  regular  movement  and  unex¬ 
celled  transportation  facilities. 

Pittsburgh  is  the  natural  gateway  between  the 
East  and  West  and  its  strategical  position  for  this 
reason  was  early  recognized  by  the  nations  of  white 
men  who  first  occupied  this  country.  It  holds  the 
same  advantage  to-day.  Pittsburgh  is  within  12 
hours  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Nearly  half  the 
population  of  the  United  States  dwells  within  a 
night’s  ride  from  Pittsburgh,  which  cannot  be  said 
of  any  other  city.  Approximately  700  passenger 
trains  enter  and  depart  from  Pittsburgh  every  day 
serving  a  large  proportion  of  the  population,  which 
must  be  considered  in  the  establishment  of  a  Re¬ 
gional  Bank.  The  number  of  mails  received  by  rail- 
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roads  in  Pittsburgh  is  157 ;  the  number  of  mails  dis¬ 
patched  I/O. 

The  Pittsburgh  District  produces  annually  25 
per  cent  of  all  the  pig-iron  manufactured  in  the  Un¬ 
ited  States ;  20  per  cent  of  the  steel  rails ;  35  per  cent 
of  the  glass  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  tin-plate, 
tubing,  steel  cars,  air-brakes,  electrical  manufac¬ 
tures,  pickles,  cork,  and  other  useful  articles  to  trade 
and  commerce.  In  1910  it  produced  90.000,000  tons 
of  bituminous  coal,  nearly  one-third  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  country.  The  value  of  the  manu¬ 
factured  products  alone  for  the  Pittsburgh  Metro¬ 
politan  District,  as  shown  by  the  Federal  Census 
for  1910,  is  nearly  S6oo,ooo,ooo  with  nearly  164.000 
employes  earning  8115,000,000  annually. 

The  Pay  Roll  of  the  Pittsburgh  District  is  ap¬ 
proximately  51 .500.000  for  each  day — 845.000,000 
per  month.  One  of  our  banks  alone  provided  over 
$7,000,000  for  that  purpose  in  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber. 

From  these  stupendous  figures  it  must  not  be 
concluded,  as  is  too  often  the  impression  among  the 
uninitiated,  that  Pittsburgh's  industries  are  confined 
to  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  and  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  fuel.  The  Region  is  full  of  diversified  indus¬ 
tries,  as  can  easilv  be  seen  by  examining  the  census 
of  manufacturers  of  1910  covering  manv  lines  of  in- 
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dustrial  activity. 

The  amount  of  food-stufifs  and  produce  handled 
in  Pittsburgh  gives  an  idea  of  the  local  market  and 
its  position  as  a  distributing  center.  Pittsburgh 
stands  third  in  the  country  for  distribution  of  pro¬ 
duce  and  vegetables.  35.000  cars  were  received  and  sold 
in  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  District  in  1912;  20.000  cars 
of  which  were  sold  in  the  Greater  City,  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  surrounding  territory.  These  products 
show  an  increase  of  more  than  14  per  cent  over  1911 
and  33  per  cent  over  1910. 

Pittsburgh  is  also  a  great  wholesale  and  jobbing 
center,  the  volume  of  the  dry  goods  business  alone 
in  1912  being  estimated  at  8*25,000,000. 

The  shoe  trade  of  Pittsburgh  in  the  last  vear 
amounted  to  810,000.000. 

Pittsburgh's  retail  merchants  reach  5,000,000 
consumers  beyond  the  city.  In  its  statements  of 
the  thirteen  metropolitan  districts  the  Federal  Cen- 
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sus  shows  the  average  wages  paid  in  the  Pittsburgh 
district  to  be  the  greatest  in  any  district  east  of  the 
Missouri  River,  establishing  the  high  purchasing  power 
of  the  people  of  this  region. 

Pittsburgh’s  bank  clearings  in  1912  were  $2,- 
798,990,215,  an  increase  of  nearly  10  per  cent  over 
the  previous  year.  According  to  the  chief  of  the 
Corporation  Tax  Division  of  the  Internal  Revenue, 
the  23rd  Internal  Revenue  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
2,050  corporations  in  the  Pittsburgh  District  paid 
taxes  on  net  earnings  of  $213,520,000  according  to 
the  Government  records  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  This 
is  nearly  14  per  cent  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  cor¬ 
porations  of  the  entire  United  States. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  has, 
within  the  last  few  days,  made  direct  inquiry  as  to 
the  business  of  the  banks  in  the  territory.  This  in¬ 
quiry  was  sent  to  917  banks  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Eastern  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  represent¬ 
ing  a  capital  and  surplus  of  $170,000,000  and  replies 
have  already  been  received  from  260,  representing 
a  capital  and  surplus  of  over  $100,000,000.  These 
replies  show  that  of  the  $86,000,000  worth  of  busi¬ 
ness  done  with  other  banks,  $48,000,000  was  with 
Pittsburgh  and  $32,000,000  with  all  others,  or  about 
io  per  cent  more  with  Pittsburgh  alone  than  with 
all  others  combined. 

With  all  these  and  other  considerations  which 
will  be  set  forth  at  this  hearing  to-day,  it  can  be  safe¬ 
ly  stated  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  a  region¬ 
al  bank  located  in  Pittsburgh  would  be  an  economy 
and  convenience  to  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
country’s  people  and  business  interests,  ensuring 
the  retention  of  their  reserves  under  Federal  super¬ 
vision  in  a  strong  financial  center  at  their  very 
doors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

Wm.  H.  Stevenson,  President. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh,  at  a 
largely  attended  meeting  January  8,  1914.  unani¬ 

mously  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  In  view  of  the  pre-eminence  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  as  a  Banking,  Commercial,  Manufacturing 
and  Transportation  center,  that  the  Chamber  of 
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Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  present  to  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board  the  peculiar  claims  of  this  City  and 
urge  upon  them  the  desirability  of  establishing  here 
a  Regional  Bank. 

This  expression  has  been  confirmed  by  similar 
action  on  the  part  of  the  commercial  and  civic  or¬ 
ganizations  throughout  the  city  and  district,  and, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  has  the  hearty  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  large  population  of  the  region  for  whose 
benefit  and  advantage  we  submit  Pittsburgh  as  the 
logical  place  for  the  location  of  a  Regional  Bank. 

A  communication  from  the  Reserve  Bank  Organiza¬ 
tion  Committee  asking  for  a  suggested  definition  of 
‘‘Commercial  Paper"  and  suggestions  as  to  standard 
forms  of  notes,  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  funds  and  the  charges  therefor,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Banking  which  presented  the 
following  report : 

"In  the  opinion  of  our  Association,  ‘Commercial 
Paper'  should  be  defined  broadly  as  follows  : 

“Notes  discounted  or  purchased  by  a  bank,  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  which  are  used  by  the  maker  or  endorser  to  buy 
goods,  material  or  labor,  and  notes  given  in  payment  for 
goods  delivered  or  goods  or  material  to  be  delivered. 

“We  would  enlarge  on  this  by  saying,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  the  definition  of  ‘commer¬ 
cial  paper'  should  be  broad  enough  to  cover  practically 
all  paper  that  is  discounted  by  business  firms  or  indivi¬ 
duals  for  use  in  their  business.  This  definition  would 
practically  cover  all  business  or  accommodation  paper 
made  by  firms  as  long  as  it  was  for  the  use  of  conducting 
the  business  of  the  firm  or  individual. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  banker  discounting  the 
paper  should  be  made  liable  or  should  be  compelled  to 
make  his  customer  declare  the  use  to  which  the  proceeds 
are  put,  as  it  would  make  the  business  of  banking  very 
onerous  on  both  the  banker  and  the  customer  if  such  ac¬ 
tion  were  taken.  It  should  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the 
banker  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  as  to  the  advisability 
of  discounting  paper  of  this  description,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  should  be  allowed  to  rediscount  it,  if  necessary, 
in  a  regional  bank,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  region¬ 
al  bank’s  board. 

"In  regard  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Association  that  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  the 
district  should  be  used  as  much  as  possible  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  exercising  the  functions  of  a  clearing  house,  not 
only  for  its  own  account,  but  for  the  collection  of  checks 
drawn  on  members  of  any  other  regional  bank. 

“  The  future  usefulness  of  the  regional  bank  will  have 
to  work  itself  out,  in  our  opinion,  slowly,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  at  this  time  to  ascertain  the  direction  in  which 
it  will  eventually  be  led.  We  think,  however,  that  one  of 
the  main  functions  of  a  regional  banking  system  should 
be  the  collection  of  checks  at  par  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  we  hope  eventually  that  member  banks  may  col¬ 
lect  all  their  checks  through  the  medium  of  regional 
banks,  although  at  the  present  time  it  hardly  seems  prac¬ 
ticable. 

“Should  a  regional  bank  be  located  in  Pittsburgh, 
we  believe  it  would  be  advisable  for  it  to  become  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Clearing  House  Association,  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  the  checks  of  its  own  members  at  as  small 
cost  as  possible,  and  also  for  the  collection  of  checks 
on  other  banks  not  members  of  the  Clearing  House  As¬ 
sociation  or  of  the  regional  banking  system." 

“We  should  like  your  Committee  to  feel  that  we 
stand  ready  at  any  and  all  times  to  assist  in  any  way  pos¬ 
sible  in  the  formation  of  regional  banking  system.'’ 

MERCANTILE  AFFAIRS. 

The  Committee  on  Mercantile  Affairs  presented  a  re¬ 
port  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  has  always  sought  to  stimulate  local  pride  and 
loyalty  to  Pittsburgh  industries  by  its  effort  to  make  the 
slogan,  “Buy  Your  Requirements  In  Pittsburgh,”  that  of 
every  citizen  and  purchaser. 

The  following  resolution  which  was  introduced  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  are  urged  to  emphasize  the 
slogan  “Buy  Your  Requirements  In  Pittsburgh”  and 
wherever  possible  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  declara¬ 
tion  and  its  object  of  promoting  and  stimulating  the 
industrial  and  commercial  prosperity  of  the  Pittsburgh 
district. 


POSTAL  AFFAIRS. 

Better  Mail  Service  Between  Pittsburgh  and  New  York. 

In  December  the  members  of  the  Chamber  were  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  that  train  No.  31 
would  leave  New  YMrk  thirty  minutes  earlier  in  the  evening 
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than  heretofore,  and  that  mailings  made  in  New  York  to 
connect  with  that  train  would  insure  better  delivery  in 
Pittsburgh.  Attention  was  also  called  to  a  change  in  the 
leaving  time  for  Cincinnati  and  Southern  mails  which  now 
close  at  the  Pittsburgh  Postoffice  nearly  two  hours  earlier 
also  an  improvement  in  the  delivery  of  these  mails. 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

The  Transportation  and  Railroads  Committee  has  held 
meetings  averaging  one  per  month  during  the  year  and 
subjects  of  vital  concern  to  the  Pittsburgh  district  were 
given  attention.  Although  a  satisfactory  conclusion  has  not 
been  reached  in  all  cases,  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 
Some  of  the  important  matters  considered  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  were : 

Advance  in  the  Bell  Telephone  rates;  this  advance  was 
prevented  by  a  court  order  and  the  reasonableness  of  the 
existing  rates  questioned  by  our  formal  complaint  before 
the  Public  Service  Commission. 

Attention  was  called  by  the  Committee  on  Transporta¬ 
tion  and  Railroads  to  an  application  made  by  the  Railroads 
to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  permission  to 
advance  their  freight  rates  5  per  cent.  The  resolutions 
offered  by  the  Committee  stated  that  the  Railroads  claimed 
they  were  not  receiving  sufficient  revenue  to  enable  them, 
under  the  present  conditions,  to  give  adequate  service,  and 
recommended  the  Chamber  to  suggest  to  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  that  they  grant  the  Railroads  permission 
to  advance  the  freight  rates  upon  presentation,  by  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Railroads,  of  the  facts  and  figures  proving 
conclusively  the  necessity  of  such  increase,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  adequate  service  and  equipment. 

That  Committee  also  recommended  that  the  Chamber 
respectfully  call  attention  to  the  contention  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  shippers  that  the  prevailing  rates  on  coal,  coke  and 
ore,  shipped  into  and  out  of  the  Pittsburgh  district  are  un¬ 
reasonable  and  excessive,  as  compared  with  other  districts, 
and  that  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  rates  on  these  com¬ 
modities  be  made,  following  which,  rates  on  these  commodi¬ 
ties  be  fixed  fair,  alike  to  the  railroads  and  the  shippers. 

The  proposed  charge  for  switching  and  spotting  cars 
and  trap  or  ferry  car  service  was  considered,  and  protest 
against  the  same  was  recommended  to  the  Chamber.  A 
brief  was  filed  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
presenting  the  Chamber’s  views  and  protest. 
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The  question  of  uniform  bill  of  lading  as  embodied 
in  the  Pomerene  Bill  pending  in  Congress,  was  favorably 
recommended  to  the  Chamber  and  the  resolutions  were  sent 
to  our  representatives  in  Congress,  soliciting  their  support. 

Resolutions  drafted  by  the  Committee  on  Transporta¬ 
tion  and  Railroads  and  adopted  by  the  Chamber  are  also 
before  our  representatives  in  Congress  favoring  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Act  to  regulate  commerce  giving  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  power  to  fix  a  reasonable  switching 
rate  on  the  end  of  an  interstate  movement.  Great  benefits 
to  shippers  and  receivers  of  carload  freight  is  anticipated 
if  this  legislation  is  enacted. 

On  the  question  of  four  months’  limitation  for  filing 
loss  or  damage  claims,  the  Chamber,  on  recommendation 
of  this  Committee,  filed  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  a  protest  against  the  strict  enforcement  of  this 
rule  pending  some  definite  understanding.  The  rule  had 
been  in  effect  for  many  years  without  enforcement.  An 
extension  of  time  for  its  strict  enforcement  was  granted 
by  the  Commission. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Charles  A.  Prouty  and 
the  death  of  Hon.  John  H.  Marble,  causing  two  vacancies 
in  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  the  Chamber,  at  the 
suggestion  of  this  Committee,  filed  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  a  recommendation  that  one  of  the  new 
appointees  be  selected  from  the  Northeastern  section  of  the 
United  States,  and  Hon.  W.  M.  Daniels  of  New  Jersey  was 
one  of  the  two  new  members  appointed. 

The  Committee  was  represented  at  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Industrial  Traffic  League,  an  organization  repre¬ 
senting  seventy-five  thousand  shippers  and  receivers  in  the 
United  States.  Much  information  of  great  interest  to 
shippers  and  receivers  is  received  from  this  source  and  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  members  from  time  to  time. 

As  stated  in  the  last  yearly  report  of  the  Committee,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  intervened  in  the  complaint,  before 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  of  the  Waverly  Oil 
Works  Company  versus  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 
et  al.  and  on  January  6th,  1914,  the  Commission  handed 
down  its  opinion.  The  establishing  of  joint  through  rates 
between  all  carriers  to  or  from  Pittsburgh  terminals,  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Chamber,  was  recommended  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  The  Committee  and  other  interests  have  since  con¬ 
sulted  with  the  carriers  interested  and  an  agreement  has 
been  reached  to  establish  joint  through  rates  between  all 
carriers  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  to  and  from  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  terminals,  on  a  plus  basis  of  5  cents  on  the  first  and 
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second  classes,  2  cents  on  the  third  and  fourth  classes  and 
1  ^2  cents  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  classes.  Commodity  rates 
to  be  established  plus  the  corresponding  class  rate  addition. 
It  has  not  been  determined  that  these  rates  will  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  but  your  committee  is  endeavoring  to  work  out  an 
adjustment. 

During  the  past  year  the  Traffic  Department  has  been 
active  in  giving  assistance  to  members  concerning  a  great 
variety  of  traffic  and  transportation  subjects  and  the  De¬ 
partment  is  being  more  freely  consulted  as  its  facilities  are 
becoming  better  understood.  In  addition  to  giving  advice 
to  individual  members  as  outlined  above,  the  Department  has 
also  given  attention  to  numerous  important  subjects  of  gen¬ 
eral  concern  to  shippers  and  receivers  of  freight  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  district,  some  of  which  are  as  follows : 

Express  rates:  Further  decreases  effective  May  1st  to 
approximately  two  hundred  points  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  from  Pittsburgh. 

Traffic  Bulletins  were  issued  averaging  one  pci*  month, 
containing  information  of  interest  to  shippers  and  receivers, 
including  a  special  compilation  showing  comparison  of  ex¬ 
press,  parcel  post  and  freight  rates  to  the  principal  points 
within  a  radius  of  two  hundred  miles  from  Pittsburgh. 

Additions  have  been  made  to  the  Tariff  File  maintained 
by  the  Department  and  many  new  and  useful  tariffs  have 
been  obtained  from  the  Railroads. 

A  great  many  express,  freight  and  parcel  post  rates 
have  been  quoted  to  members. 

Where  two  stations  of  the  same  name  were  found  in 
the  same  state,  upon  request,  one  has  been  changed  and  con¬ 
fusion  in  shipping  thus  avoided. 

Reductions  in  class  and  commodity  rates  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  where  such  rates  were  shown  to  be  out  of  line. 

Vigorous  efforts  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
to  obtain  an  improvement  in  the  movement  of  outbound 
freight  from  Pittsburgh. 

Application  to  the  Official  Classification  Committee  was 
made  for  changes  in  the  Classification  of  certain  items  and 
such  application  was  supported  by  the  Department  at  the 
time  of  the  hearing. 

In  a  great  many  instances  advice  has  been  given  to 
members  concerning  claims. 

A  close  study  has  been  made  of  proposed  changes  in  the 
bill  of  lading  rules,  rates  or  classification,  and  interested 
members  have  been  promptly  advised  so  that  they  would  be 
in  position  to  take  whatever  action  they  deemed  advisable. 
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Efforts  were  made  to  have  a  greater  percentage  of  pack¬ 
age  freight  delivered  to  terminals  during  the  earlier  hours 
of  the  day. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  into  and  adopted  by  the 
Chamber  recommending  co-operation  with  the  Railroads 
to  prevent  waste  of  car  capacity  and  consequent  car  short¬ 
age  and  to  reduce  railroad  operating  costs  by  loading  cars, 
wherever  practicable,  to  the  maximum  capacity ;  and  loading 
and  unloading  them  as  promptly  as  possible.  Great  waste 
of  car  supply  is  caused  where  the  full  capacity  is  not  always 
utilized  by  loading  only  to  the  minimum  required  by  rail¬ 
road  traffic  and  unnecessary  time  occupied  in  loading. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  year  a  member  of  the  Chamber's  Committee 
on  Housing  Conditions  was  appointed,  by  the  Mayor,  a 
member  of  the  Commission  for  the  Revision  of  Building 
Laws  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  Housing  Committee  has  been  active  throughout  the 
year  along  various  lines  seeking  to  carry  out  its  object;  the 
betterment  of  the  Housing  Conditions  of  Pittsburgh’s  work¬ 
men.  Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  proposed  new 
State  Building  Code  and  several  conferences  held  with  Pres¬ 
ident  Edgar  A.  Weimer  of  the  State  Building  Code  Com¬ 
mission. 

Exhibits  prepared  by  this  Committee  showing  the  var¬ 
ious  types  of  model  sanitary  homes  were  forwarded  to 
New  York  for  display  in  the  American  and  Foreign  City 
Planning  Exhibition,  resulting  in  many  inquiries  being  re¬ 
ceived  from  numerous  states  and  foreign  countries  as  to  the 
progress  made  in  Pittsburgh's  improved  Housing  Condi¬ 
tions. 

Delegates  from  this  Committee  also  attended  the  Third 
National  Conference  on  Housing  in  America  held  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  December  3rd,  4th  and  5th.  At  this  confer¬ 
ence  the  delegates  representing  various  Pennsylvania  organi¬ 
zations  interested  in  improved  housing  conditions  through¬ 
out  the  state,  adopted  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  formation 
of  a  State  Housing  Association  and  requested  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  to  undertake  the  calling  of  a 
convention  which  was  held  in  Harrisburg,  April  6th,  yth 
and  8th.  At  this  convention  Avere  assembled  from  seventy- 
free  to  one  hundred  delegates  representing  state  and  other 
organizations,  resulting  in  the  organization  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Housing  and  Toavii  Planning  Association  of 
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which  Mr.  Chas.  Phillips  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Chamber’s 
Committee  on  Housing  Conditions,  was  elected  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent. 

A  report  from  this  Committee  recommending  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  practical  methods  for  securing  suitable  low-rent 
houses  for  the  workingmen  of  Pittsburgh  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made,  contained  the  following : 

That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  ap¬ 
prove  the  plan  of  organizing  a  building  company  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  small  sanitary  houses  for 
workmen,  on  the  plan  of  the  Washington  Sanitary  Im¬ 
provement  Company ;  the  capital  of  such  company  to 
be  $300,000.  The  said  company  to  be  chartered  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  dividends 
to  be  limited  to  six  per  cent  per  annum  in  order  that  the 
system  of  low  rents  may  be  maintained  throughout  the 
existence  of  the  charter  and  the  workers  of  our  city  be 
thereby  provided  with  comfortable  sanitary  one-family 
homes  at  rents  which  they  can  afford  to  pay. 

In  approving  this  report  on  March  2,  1914,  the  Board 
of  Directors  added  the  following  resolution  and  the  whole 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber  at  its  regular 
meeting  held  March  12,  1914: 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
erection  of  such  houses  without  financial  responsibility, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  authorize  the  appointment 
of  a  special  commission,  consisting  of  seven  members, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  confer  with  the  Committee  on 
Housing  Conditions  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
to  encourage  the  organization  of  a  company  or  com¬ 
panies  to  purchase  land  and  erect  and  operate  houses  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district,  in  accordance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Committee  on  Housing  Conditions, 
the  said  commission  to  have  power  to  add  to  its  numbers, 
elect  its  own  officers  and  arrange  for  the  complete  financ¬ 
ing  of  the  project  by  promoting  investment  in  the  stock 
of  such  company  or  companies. 

The  members  of  this  Commission  comprise  the  follow¬ 
ing: 
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43 


Mercantile  Li¬ 
cense  Corpor¬ 
ations  Exemp¬ 
tion.  Sup¬ 
ported 


Limit  on 
height  of 
buildings.  Op¬ 
posed 


Mayor  to  be 
eligible  to 
succeed  him¬ 
self.  Opposed 


Permanent 
Tariff  Com¬ 
mission  Refer¬ 
endum  No.  2 
from  National 
Chamber  af¬ 
firmatively. 
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LEGISLATION— NATIONAL  AND  STATE. 

Senate  Bill  No.  958  providing  that  corporations,  firms 
or  joint  stock  companies,  which  have  already  paid  to  the 
State  the  tax  on  their  capital  stock,  shall  be  exempt  from 
payment  of  mercantile  license,  was  approved  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Mercantile  Affairs  and  the  Chamber  adopted  resolu¬ 
tions  in  support  of  the  bill. 

H.  R.  Bill  1748  pending  in  the  Legislature  seeking  to 
prevent  erection  in  Pittsburgh  of  buildings  over  150  feet 
high  above  the  grade  of  the  street,  was  given  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  and  as  such 
a  provision  would  be  an  unreasonable  restriction  upon  prop¬ 
erty  owners  and  tax  payers  in  limiting  the  use  of  property 
for  legitimate  and  useful  purposes,  a  hardship  upon  the  citi¬ 
zens  in  securing  accommodations  for  the  transaction  of  their 
business,  especially  in  a  city  with  such  physical  conforma¬ 
tion  as  Pittsburgh,  and  a  hindrance  to  the  growth  and 
progress  of  this  city  as  a  commercial  and  business  center, 
it  was  resolved  to  urge  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  the  Governor  to  use  their  influence  to  secure  the  de¬ 
feat  of  this  measure. 

H.  R.  Bill  1793  seeking  to  amend  the  Charter  of  cities 
of  the  second  class  by  removing  the  restriction  against  a 
Mayor  being  eligible  for  the  next  succeeding  term,  was  also 
given  immediate  consideration,  seeing  that  the  bill  had  al¬ 
ready  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  then 
pending  in  the  Senate.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chamber 
that  the  existing  law,  preventing  such  eligibility,  is  wise  and 
tends  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  Municipal  Govern¬ 
ment  and  to  maintain,  stimulate  and  increase  interest  on  the 
part  of  citizens  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  their 
city;  and  that  the  removal  of  such  restriction,  making  it 
possible  for  an  incumbent  to  succeed  himself  in  this  high  and 
executive  office,  and  without  any  intermission,  would  be  a 
retrograde  step  in  the  development  of  the  most  improved 
forms  of  Municipal  Government.  The  Chamber,  therefore 
protested  against  the  enactment  of  this  bill,  and  urged  upon 
the  members  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernor,  to  use  their  influence  in  securing  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 

A  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  Permanent  Tariff  Com¬ 
mission,  as  set  forth  in  referendum  No.  2  from  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  of  the  Lhiited  States  of  America,  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Committee  011  Trade  and  Commerce.  The 
plan  included  the  following:  That  the  appointment  of  the 
Commission  be  vested  with  the  President  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate;  that  the  number  of  Commissioners 
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be  limited,  preferably  not  more  than  five ;  that  the  terms  of 
office  of  members  of  the  commission  should  be  sufficiently 
long  to  give  the  Board  stability  and  permanency,  preferably 
six  years,  and  the  terms  should  expire  in  rotation  as  in  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission ;  that  provisions  should  be 
made  for  minority  representation  as  in  the  case  of  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission,  where  not  more  than  three  of 
the  five  members  shall  be  of  one  party. 

The  duties  of  the  Commission  to  be  to  gather,  investi¬ 
gate  and  tabulate  technical  and  statistical  facts  of  all  kinds 
pertinent  to  the  Tariff  Schedules,  both  in  this  and  other 
countries ;  the  reports  of  the  Commission  to  be  confined  to 
ascertained  facts  and  exclude  recommendations  unless  called 
for  by  the  body  having  power  to  institute  tariff  legislation 
and  the  information  secured  by  the  commission  to  be  avail¬ 
able  to  either  house  of  Congress  and  to  the  President. 

The  Committee  recommended  an  affirmative  vote  on 
this  referendum,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Chamber  and 
the  ballot  forwarded  accordingly  to  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Referendum  Xo.  3  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  United  States  of  America  relating  to  the  Sundry  Civil 
Appropriation  Bill  and  the  placing  on  the  appropriation  a 
prohibition  of  its  use  for  the  prosecution  of  Labor  and  Agri¬ 
cultural  Combinations,  was  also  considered  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  bill  provided  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  Enforcement  of  the  Anti-Trust  Law  should  be  spent  in 
the  prosecution  of  any  organization  or  individual  for  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  combination  or  agreement  having  in  view  the 
increase  of  wages,  shortening  of  hours  or  bettering  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  labor  or  for  any  act  done  in  furtherance  thereof, 
not  in  itself  unlawful,  and  that  no  part  of  the  appropriation 
should  be  expended  for  the  prosecution  of  producers  of 
farm  products  and  associations  of  farmers  who  cooperate 
and  organize  in  an  efifort  to  obtain  and  maintain  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price  for  their  products. 

The  Committee’s  report  recommended  that  the  Chamber 
oppose  this  prohibition,  which  report  was  adopted  by  the 
Chamber  and  the  ballot  forwarded  to  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  Lnited  States  of  America.  The  same  provision 
appeared  in  the  Sundry  Civil  Appropriation  Bill  in  the  previ¬ 
ous  session  of  Congress  (H.  R.  28775)  and  was  the  cause 
for  the  veto  of  that  bill  by  President  Taft  on  March  4,  1914. 
That  bill  was  also  considered  by  the  Chamber  and  similar 
action  taken. 
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H.  R.  Bill  1614,  S.  1415,  authorizing  the  attachment  of 
wages  or  salary  on  judgments  obtained  for  necessaries,  lim¬ 
iting  the  amount  to  be  claimed  and  providing  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  costs,  was  considered  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Mercantile  Affairs.  The  Committee  recommended 
that  the  support  of  the  Chamber  be  given  towards  securing 
the  passage  of  this  bill  which  report  was  adopted  and  suitable 
representation  made  to  the  proper  authorities. 

The  Nelson  Consular  Bill,  S.  134  and  H.  R. 
1723,  pending  in  the  63rd  Congress,  seeking  to  establish 
The  American  Consular  Service  permanently  upon  the 
merit  and  business  basis  it  has  attained  during  the  past  fif¬ 
teen  years,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  and  Commerce,  which  Committee  recommended  the 
reaffirmation  of  previous  action  by  this  Chamber  on  this 
subject,  taken  February  10,  1910,  when  the  Cullom  Sterling 
Bill  for  Consular  Reform  was  favorably  recommended.  The 
report  was  adopted  and  recommendations  made  accordingly. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce,  recommending  that  the  Chamber  memorialize  the 
members  of  the  House  and  Senate  of  the  State  Legislature, 
with  a  view  to  securing  an  amendment  to  the  present  law  re¬ 
lating  to  the  submission  of  Corporation  Reports  of  yearly 
business  to  the  Auditor  General,  whereby  the  date  for  pre¬ 
sentation  of  such  reports  be  changed  from  the  1st  Monday 
in  November  to  December  31st,  was  unanimously  approved 
by  the  Chamber  and  the  members  of  the  House  and  Senate 
were  duly  memorialized. 

Eighteen  years  ago  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Commission  to  secure  consideration  of  the  Lake 
Erie  &  Ohio  River  Ship  Canal,  which  Commission  ex¬ 
pended  about  $50,000  in  investigating  and  promoting  the 
project.  Since  that  time  the  Chamber  has  been  always 
in  favor  of  this  great  improvement  and  a  special  letter 
embodying  these  conditions  was  despatched  to  Governor 
John  K.  Tener  urging  him  to  sign  H.  R.  Bill  1065,  S.  1354, 
pending  in  the  Legislature  providing  for  the  location, 
construction,  operation  and  maintenance  by  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  of  a  canal  or  waterway  from  the 
junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Beaver  Rivers  in  Pennsylvania 
to  Lake  Erie.  The  Bill  was  duly  signed. 

The  Committee  on  Housing  Conditions  submitted  a  re¬ 
port  recommending  that  the  Chamber  protest  against  the 
enactment  of  H.  R.  Bill  1236,  S.  1143,  pending  in  the  State 
Legislature  providing  for  certain  amendments  to  the  plumb¬ 
ing  laws  of  the  State.  The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Food  Supply  protesting 
against  the  proposed  import  tariff  of  5  cents  per  bunch  on 
Bananas  as  a  part  of  the  tariff  bill  before  Congress,  was  pre¬ 
sented  for  consideration.  The  report  set  forth  that  Pitts¬ 
burgh  is  one  of  the  largest  banana  markets  per  capita  in  the 
world  and  that  the  proposed  tax  would  add  to  the  cost  of 
living.  The  Crippling  of  American  trade  with  Central  Am¬ 
erica,  curtailment  of  the  steamship  services  and  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  our  Latin  American  neighbors  and  general  in¬ 
jury  to  our  foreign  commerce  were  among  the  reasons  given 
by  our  committee  for  its  recommendation.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banking  was  re¬ 
ferred  referendum  No.  4  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  question  of  approval 
of  the  report  of  the  standing  Committee  on  Currency  and 
Banking  of  the  National  Chamber,  upon  the  Owen-Glass 
Currency  Bill  (S.  2639,  H.  R.  6454,  63d  Congress,  1st  Ses¬ 
sion).  The  ballot  was  divided  into  sections  relating  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  Currency  Bill  and  lettered  A,  B,  C,  D,  E, 
F,  and  G. 

Section  A.  “Shall  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  be 
increased  to  9,  two  additional  members  to  be  chosen  by 
the  original  7,  subject  to  approval  of  the  President,  and 
the  compensation  of  the  Governor  and  Vice-Governor 
of  the  Board  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board  itself  ?” 

The  Committee  recommended  opposition  to  this  and 
suggested  that  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  be  composed  of 
7  members  consisting  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  3 
members  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  LVfited  States, 
none  of  whom  shall  at  the  same  time  be  a  Cabinet  officer  or 
Federal  office  holder,  and  3  members  elected  by  the  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Banks. 

Section  B.  “Is  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  in  favor  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Council  to 
be  elected  by  Federal  Reserve  Banks ;  the  President  and 
Vice-President  of  Council  to  reside  in  Washington  and 
to  sit  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  but  without  vote ; 
their  salaries  to  be  fixed  and  paid  by  the  Banks  ?” 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banking  recommended 
the  Chamber  express  itself  as  opposed  to  this  recommenda¬ 
tion  for  the  reason  that  should  the  substitute  recommended 
in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  be 
adopted  the  necessity  for  a  Federal  Reserve  Council  would 
be  obviated. 
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Section  C.  “Does  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  favor  the  recommendation  that  in  creating  a 
new  system  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks  a  beginning  be 
made  with  the  present  central  reserve  cities  (three), 
additions  to  be  made  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board 
gradually  as  in  their  judgment  conditions  warrant?’’ 

The  Committee  recommended  that  this  Chamber  ex¬ 
press  itself  as  opposed  to  this  recommendation,  believing 
that  the  beginning  should  be  made  with  not  less  than  five  re¬ 
serve  cities,  and  the  additions  to  be  made  by  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board  should  not  make  the  total  exceed  ten. 
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Section  D.  Does  this  Chamber  favor  the  recom¬ 
mendation —  (a)  That  restriction  of  issue  of  Federal 
Reserve  Notes  to  $500,000,000  be  eliminated;  (b)  That 
interest  on  Federal  Reserve  Notes  be  eliminatd;  (c) 
That  it  be  made  unlawful  for  any  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
to  pay  out  any  notes  but  its  own,  the  notes  issued  by  each 
bank  being  given  an  identifying  number?” 

The  Committee  recommended  that  this  Chamber  ex¬ 
press  itself  in  favor  of  this  recommendation. 

Section  E.  “Does  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  fa¬ 
vor  the  recommendation  that  Federal  Reserve  Notes 
should  not  be  obligations  to  the  Government  but  should 
be  guaranteed  by  the  United  States  and  be  redeemable 
by  Federal  Reserve  Banks  and  not  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.” 

The  Committee  recommended  that  this  Chamber  ex¬ 
press  itself  in  favor  of  this  recommendation. 

Section  F.  “Does  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  fa¬ 
vor  the  recommendation  that  Federal  Reserve  Banks 
mutually  guarantee  the  Federal  Reserve  Notes  by  pro¬ 
viding  that  said  notes  become  a  first  and  paramount  lien 
upon  the  combined  assets  of  all  the  Federal  Reserve 
Banks  ?” 

The  Committee  recommended  that  this  Chamber  ex¬ 
press  itself  in  favor  of  this  recommendation  and  suggested 
that  the  twenty  per  cent  capital  contributed  by  the  various 
banks  to  the  individual  banks  be  contributed  to  the  stock  in 
all  the  reserve  banks  pro  rata,  instead  of  limiting  the  num¬ 
ber  of  banks  to  one  reserve  subscription. 

Section  G.  “Does  this  Chamber  of  Commerce  fa¬ 
vor  the  recommendation  that  the  Reserve  requirements 
of  the  Owen-Glass  Bill  be  modified  and  reduced  for 
both  Country  Banks  and  Banks  in  Reserve  Cities?" 
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The  Committee  recommended  that  this  Chamber  ex¬ 
press  itself  in  favor  of  this  recommendation.  No  recom¬ 
mendations  were  made  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Banking  of  this  Chamber  as  the  matter  under  consideration 
was  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Banking 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber  and  the  ballot 
ordered  forwarded  to  the  National  Chamber,  which  order 
was  duly  executed. 

H.  R.  Bill  No.  7595,  known  as  the  Kahn  Law,  was  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Committee  on  Trade  and  Commerce.  1  his 
Bill  provided  for  the  free  importation  of  articles  intended 
for  foreign  buildings  and  exhibits  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  and  for  the  protection  of  foreign 
patents,  trade-marks  and  copy-rights  of  the  foreign  exhibit¬ 
ors.  The  proposed  act  gave  the  proprietors  of  -foreign  pat¬ 
ents,  trade-marks  or  copy-rights  exhibiting  at  said  exposi¬ 
tion  rights  and  privileges  far  in  excess  of  similar  rights  ac¬ 
corded  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  under  our  patent,  trade-mark  and  copy-right  laws ; 
especially  as  the  proprietor  of  any  foreign  patent,  trade-mark 
or  copy-right  is  not  even  compelled  to  register  the  same  or 
give  a  notice  of  the  existence  thereof  to  American  manufac¬ 
turers,  nor  is  any  provision  made  for  any  defense  against 
imitation  of  such  foreign  patent,  trade-mark  or  copy-right, 
notwithstanding  that  the  same  may  cover  subject  matter 
incapable  of  monopoly  under  existing  statutes  and  may  cover 
subject  matter  in  common  use  within  the  LTited  States. 
Further,  the  act  provides  more  drastic  and  severe  penalties 
for  infringement  of  patents  owned  by  foreign  exhibitors  at 
said  Exposition  than  is  accorded  for  infringement  of  regu¬ 
larly  granted  and  registered  Lhiited  States  patents.  The 
Committee  therefore,  while  being  heartily  in  favor  of  offer¬ 
ing  foreigners  inducements  to  exhibit  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition  and  affording  the  fullest  protection  to  them  in  so 
doing,  recommended  that  the  Chamber  enter  its  protest 
against  the  said  Kahn  Law,  as  dangerous  to  the  interests  of 
the  American  manufacturers  and  business  men,  and  take 
such  action  as  is  necessary  to  have  such  act  modified  so  as  to 
bring  it  into  harmony  with  the  existing  patent,  trade-mark 
and  copy-right  statutes  of  the  United  States. 

This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Chamber  and  suitable 
representations  made  to  the  Committees  on  Patents,  Trade¬ 
marks  and  Copy-rights  of  each  of  the  houses  of  Congress, 
other  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  trade  bodies  and  to  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 
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The  Committees  on  Trade  and  Commerce  and  Foreign 
Relations  and  Commerce,  acting  jointly,  submitted  a  report 
on  Referendum  No.  5  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States  of  America  on  the  question  of  approval 
of  the  report  of  the  special  committee  of  the  National  Cham¬ 
ber  concerning  the  development  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
seeking  to  have  provision  made  for  an  increased  number  of 
foreign  agents  in  foreign  studies ;  increased  appropriations 
for  the  Bureau’s  needs  and  for  a  more  general  distribution 
of  trade  information,  on  which  suggestions  had  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  President  Wilson  by  Secretary  Redfield  regarding 
such  development. 

The  Chamber’s  Committees  believed  that  Pittsburgh 
manufacturers  were  necessarily  interested  in  the  usefulness 
and  efficiency  of  this  Bureau,  and  the  detailed  and  technical 
information  to  be  submitted  with  the  consular  reports,  and 
therefore  recommended  the  Chamber  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
development  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com¬ 
merce  in  the  Department  of  Commerce,  which  recommenda¬ 
tion  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Chamber. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  presented  a  report  fa¬ 
voring  the  creation  by  Congress  of  a  Bureau  or  Bureaus  of 
Legislative  Reference  and  Bill  Drafting,  as  set  forth  in  Ref¬ 
erendum  No.  6  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
LTnited  States  of  America,  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Chamber.  The  question  at  issue  was  as 
follows : 

So  many  thousand  bills  are  annually  introduced  into 
Congress  that  adequate  consideration  of  any  of  them  is  im¬ 
practical,  involving  danger  that  important  matters  will  be 
neglected  and  grave  errors  committed. 

Twenty-five  of  the  States  have  such  Bureaus  designed 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Legislators  comprehensive 
information  about  the  literature  and  legislation  on  current 
subjects,  and  to  furnish  upon  request  statutory  language 
expertly  drawn  to  effectuate  the  intent  of  the  proposed  leg¬ 
islation. 

The  House  Committee  on  Library  of  the  62nd  Con¬ 
gress  gave  a  hearing  on  bills  for  the  establishment  of  such 
a  Bureau  when  a  large  number  of  authorities,  including  the 
British  Ambassador  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  appeared  in  its  favor,  and  no  voice  was  raised 
against  it.  Committees  of  both  Houses  recommended  legis¬ 
lation  in  this  direction,  but  no  action  was  taken.  Several 
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similar  bills  were  also  introduced  in  the  63rd  Congress  and 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Library  reported  one  of  them 
favorably. 

The  requirements  of  the  Income  Tax  Law  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  this  tax  at  its  source,  was  referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Real  Estate  and  Taxation.  On  the  grounds  that  the 
law  has  been  made  unnecessarily  obnoxious  by  unreasonable 
and  impracticable  requirements  which  not  only  defeat  the 
purpose  of  the  law  itself  but  work  serious  injury  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  country,  and  believing  that  any  law  that  imposes 
unnecessary  hindrances,  annoyances  and  impracticable  re¬ 
quirements  on  the  investor,  tends  to  obstruct  and  prevent 
the  free  flow  of  funds  through  the  financial  channels  of  the 
country,  and  also  that  any  law  imposing  unnecessary  labor 
and  expenses  on  some  for  the  collection  of  revenues  from 
others  without  compensation  is  unjust  and  unreasonable 
and  with  the  great  liability  that  the  tax  may  be  collected  from 
the  payor  through  many  different  sources  resulting  in  in¬ 
justice  to  the  payor  of  the  tax,  the  committee  presented  to 
the  Chamber  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  is  hereby  respectfully  recommended  to  join 
the  appeals  to  Congress  to  modify  the  present  provisions 
for  deduction  of  the  Income  Tax  at  its  source,  or  to 
suspend  these  requirements  for  two  years,  or  for  a 
sufficient  period  to  enable  the  people  to  better  adjust 
themselves  to  the  principle  of  income  taxation  and  to 
prescribe  in  the  meantime  such  reasonable  and  practi¬ 
cable  methods  as  may  enable  the  government  to  obtain 
at  the  source  information  for  enforcing  correct  returns 
from  taxpayers  without  obstruction  of  business  facili¬ 
ties. 

The  Committee  on  Real  Estate  and  Taxation  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Chamber  join  in  an  appeal  to  the  next  Leg¬ 
islature  for  a  constitutional  amendment  to  permit  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  laws  necessary  for  construction  of  parkways  and 
traffic  thoroughfares  upon  the  basis  of  condemnation  and 
resale  of  adjoining  properties.  It  has  been  found  that  the 
sale  of  adjoining  properties  at  the  enhanced  value  after 
improvements  are  made  has  in  some  cases  paid  the  entire 
cost  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  Committee  believed  that 
legislation  permitting  this  to  be  done  would  be  a  public 
economy. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  unanimously  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Chamber  and  representations  will  be  made  to  the 
next  legislature  in  accordance  therewith. 
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The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  and  Mining  present¬ 
ed  a  report  in  relation  to  H.  R.  1873,  S.  927,  ‘‘A  Bill  to  make 
lawful  certain  agreements  between  employers  and  laborers 
and  persons  engaged  in  agriculture  and  horticulture,  and  to 
limit  the  raising  of  injunctions  in  certain  cases  and  for  other 
purposes.” 

The  report  recommended  the  following  resolutions  for 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  protest  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  known 
as  H.  R.  1873,  S.  927,  as  being  unsound  class  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  each 
of  the  Senators  and  Congressman  representing  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the  Un¬ 
ited  States. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber 
and  forwarded  to  the  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  Commerce 
presented  a  report  in  connection  with  the  trade  in  China, 
embodying  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  co-operate  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Cincinnati  in  recommending  the  passage  of  H.  J. 
Res.  183,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  Commerce  to  investigate  the  Conditions  of  trade  in 
China  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  desirability  of 
establishing  there  a  permanent  exposition  of  the  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  reso¬ 
lution  and  the  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  on  Manufacturing  and  Mining  present¬ 
ed  a  report  recommending  that  the  Chamber  protest  against 
the  application  of  a  literacy  test  to  immigrants  entering  this 
country,  a  subject  on  which  the  Chamber  has  previously 
taken  similar  action. 

The  report  embodied  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  enter  its  protest  against  the  Burnett  Immi¬ 
gration  Bill  which  provides  for  an  educational  test  for 
immigrants  seeking  admission  to  this  country,  and  that 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Senators  and  Con¬ 
gressmen  representing  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  Congress. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted  and  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  forwarded  accordingly. 
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The  Committee  on  Trade  and  Commerce  presented  a 
report  recommending  the  establishment  of  an  independent 
commission  composed  of  men  expert  in  matters  relating  to 
patents,  trade-marks  and  copy-right  laws,  which  commis¬ 
sion  shall  pass  upon  and  determine  all  suggested  changes 
and  other  matters  relating  to  these  laws  before  their  presen¬ 
tation  to  Congress  for  action. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Chamber  a  report  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Special  Committee  on  Trust  Legislation,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Referendum  Xo.  7  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  Lfifited  States  of  America  concerning  legislation  pend¬ 
ing  in  Congress  for  the  creation  of  an  Interstate  Trade  Com¬ 
mission. 

The  report  recommended  that  there  be  created  an  In¬ 
terstate  Trade  Commission  and  approval  of  H.  R.  Bill 
14631.  That  Committee  however,  recommended -that  in  for¬ 
warding  the  ballot  of  this  Association  there  be  filed  a  strong 
recommendation  favoring  the  postponement  of  enactrpent 
by  Congress,  at  this  present  session,  of  legislation  of  this 
character,  in  order  that  business  men  might  be  given  fur¬ 
ther  opportunity  to  study  this  important  matter.  An  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  report  was  offered  and  carried — that  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  qualify  its  approval  of  the 
recommendation  in  regard  to  section  four,  viz  : 

The  Committee  recommends  that  annual  reports 
of  corporations  if  required  should  at  the  outset  be  con¬ 
fined  to  those  of  the  larger  corporations  (say  to  those 
having  capital  resources  of  five  million  dollars  or  more 
or  to  those  having  an  annual  income  of  two  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars')  and  to  such  other  classes 
of  corporations  as  the  Commission  may  officially  de¬ 
termine. 

by  suggesting  that  the  reference  to  the  annual  income  of 
$2,500,000  be  stricken  out.  It  was  also  recommended  that 
the  five  members  composing  the  Commission  should  be  men 
of  active,  practical  business  knowledge  and  experience. 

H.  R.  Bills  1493,  1495  and  1496  pending  in  the  Leg¬ 
islature  of  Pennsylvania  proposing  to  repeal  and  amend 
the  act  of  1905  for  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the 
waters  of  the  State,  were  opposed  by  the  Chamber  on 
the  recommendation  of  its  Committee  on  Municipal 
Sanitation  on  the  ground  that  said  bills  if  enacted  into 
lawr  would  be  detrimental  to  public  health  and  sanitation 
and  would  defeat  the  very  object  for  which  the  original 
act  was  passed. 
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RESOLUTIONS  INTRODUCED. 
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Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber 
at  its  meeting,  September  nth,  1913,  as  under: 

Whereas,  It  is  -apparent  to  all  unprejudiced  minds 
that  the  Sherman  Anti  Trust  Law  has  not  accomplished 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  that  is,  the  reg¬ 
ulation  of  trusts,  combines,  etc.,  but,  on  the  contrary 
has  been  a  disturbing  element  to  the  manufacturing 
and  mercantile  world  ever  since  it  has  been  put  into 
force ;  and 

\\  hereas.  We  believe  the  object  of  such  a  law 
should  be  to  regulate  business  corporations  and  organ¬ 
izations  and  not  to  persecute  or  exterminate  them;  and 

Whereas,  The  Interstate  Commerce  Law  in  seek¬ 
ing  to  regulate  the  transportation  companies  of  our 
country  has  proven  to  be  a  wonderful  success,  there¬ 
fore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  believes  that  it  would  be  far  better  policy 
for  the  Government  to  enact  a  law  placing  business 
questions  relating  to  manufacture  and  sale  c  i  merchan¬ 
dise  on  a  similar  plan  to  that  now  used  :n  handling 
transportation  problems,  namely :  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mission  for  the  consideration  of  questions  arising  in 
regard  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  merchandise. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Rational  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  to  other 
organizations  throughout  the  country,  urging  them  to 
co-operate  with  us  in  seeking  to  bring  about  a  reform 
in  this  direction. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  with  the  request  that 
they  give  it  their  careful  attention  and  consideration. 

The  following  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Chamber,  September  nth, 
I9I3- 

Resolved,  That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Pittsburgh  reaffirms  its  stand  in  favor  of  universal 
peace  and  international  arbitration  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  John  E.  Bingham  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  January  8, 
1914,  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Brown  Hill 
in  which  this  Chamber  was  urged  to  favor  the  passage  of 
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the  bill  now  before  Congress  submitting  the  question  of 
National  Prohibition  to  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and 
to  also  urge  the  License  Court  of  Allegheny  County  to  grant 
licenses  to  as  few  saloons  as  possible. 

It  was  agreed  that  these  resolutions  should  be  referred 
to  a  proper  Committee,  and  they  were  considered  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  at  a  special 
meeting  January  23,  1914,  when  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  that 
the  subject  matter  referred  to  in  the  resolutions  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  January 
8th,  by  Mr.  G.  Brown  Hill,  relative  to  the  liquor  traffic, 
is  not  a  proper  subject  for  consideration  and  action  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  and  therefore 
should  not  be  given  further  consideration ;  also  that 
the  Board  of  Directors  recommends  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  the  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  resolution  was  considered  by  the  Chamber  at  its 
regular  monthly  meeting  held  February  19,  1914,  and  by 
a  vote  M  i  to  to  58  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

At  this  meeting  notice  was  given  that  a  motion  would 
be  made  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  March  12th,  to  take  the 
above  resolution  from  the  table.  At  the  following  meet¬ 
ing  therefore.  President  Stevenson  called  attention  to  the 
notice  which  had  been  given  and  after  further  discussion 
consideration  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  the 
second  Thursday  of  May,  1915,  on  a  vote  of  123  to  96. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  held  May  14th, 
1914,  a  resolution  was  introduced  initiating  an  effort  to 
secure  the  location  in  Pittsburgh  of  a  statue  of  William 
Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham,  which  is  to  be  donated  by  American- 
born  women  now  living  in  England. 

It  is  particularly  appropriate  that  this  statue  should  be 
permanently  placed  in  Pittsburgh  which  city  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  the  consummation  of  whose 
military  plans  enabled  the  British  and  Colonial  troops  to 
take  possession  of  Fort  Duquesne  after  the  French  and 
Indians  had  been  driven  out. 

I  have  been  impressed  for  some  time  with  the  idea 
that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pittsburgh  should 
have  a  home  of  its  own  in  the  form  of  a  modern  up-to- 
date  building.  We  now  have  a  sinking  fund  of  about 
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$50,000  and  if  this  could  be  increased  to  $100,000,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  financing  of  the  proposition  would  be 
done  by  the  loyal  citizens  of  Pittsburgh.  Probably  such 
a  building,  when  erected,  would  return  to  the  Chamber 
more  than  the  interest  on  the  investment.  I  believe  that 
the  fraternal  and  social  side  of  the  organization  should  be 
emphasized  more  than  it  is.  A  building  such  as  I  have 
in  mind,  with  a  commodious  auditorium  and  possibly 
with  restaurant  facilities,  reading  room,  library,  etc., 
would  bring  about  a  better  acquaintance  among  the 
members  and  stimulate  even  a  greater  degree  of  com¬ 
munity  interest  and  public  spirit  in  our  affairs.  Such  a 
building  could  be  utilized  for  commercial  organizations 
and  would  centralize  and  concentrate  the  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  our  city. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  tender  my  most  sincere 
and  hearty  thanks  for,  and  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and 
efficient  co-operation  of  the  Directors,  the  various  com¬ 
mittees,  the  individual  members  and  the  executive  staff. 
During  the  two  years  in  which  I  have  enjoyed  the  honor 
of  presiding  over  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  every  call  has  met  with  that  loyalty  and  earnest¬ 
ness  of  purpose  which  has  so  long  been  a  characteristic 
of  our  Chamber,  and  which  has  brought  the  organization 
to  the  proud  position  which  it  occupies  in  the  State  and 
Nation  today.  Not  a  little  of  this  wide  prominence  is  due 
to  the  courtesy  and  enterprise  of  our  newspapers  which 
kept  watch  and  ward  over  our  progress,  seeking  to  vie 
with  us  in  promoting  civic  well-being  and  the  publica¬ 
tion  to  the  world  of  the  desire  and  effort  of  our  citizens 
to  make  Pittsburgh  the  “Best  Big  City”  in  the  United 
States. 

WM.  H.  STEVENSON, 

President. 
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